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signal had been used.2 Roundabouts are widely accepted as a speed reduction 
technique, often used on high speed roadways. Studies have shown that entry 
speeds for roundabouts are between 13 and 17 mph for the 85th percentile speed.3 

Roundabouts have also been shown to "reduce mid-block speed by at least 10%" 
and reduce travel speeds within the intersection to approximately 15 mph.4 

4.2 Road Diets 

A road diet is a technique that narrows the effective width of the roadway for cars. 
This may mean removing lanes or narrowing the individual travel lanes, increasing 
the sidewalk width, or adding a median. It may also mean adding left turn lanes, 
dedicated transit lanes, on-street parking, or some combination of each. A common 
application of road diet is the conversion of a four-lane undivided street into a three
lane street comprised of one travel lane in each direction and a center turn lane. This 
application is often used to provide bike lanes and/or on-street parking. Road diets 
are a very common arterial speed management technique and often cited as the 
most effective. There is a substantial collection of before and after studies for road 
diet applications. They have been used effectively throughout the world and are 
frequently used in areas with high pedestrian and bicycle use. In Victoria, British 
Columbia a road diet was used for a 4-lane road (2 lanes in each direction) with an 
AADT of 24,000. The road diet consisted of left tum lanes, pedestrian refuge 
medians, and full-time on-street parking. The volumes on this road did not change, 
and traffic did not divert to other roads, but speeds were decreased by 5km/hour (3 
mph) and incidents decreased by 17 per year.5 

4.3 Intersection Design 

Intersections are an important location for speed management because of the 
potential for conflicts with cars, pedestrians, and bicyclists and the number of 
possible movements. Intersections can be designed with raised intersections or 
crosswalks, pedestrian bufbouts, offset lanes, monument features, and smaller 
turning radii. These techniques work by narrowing the street's cross-section or 
providing visual cues to motorists to travel slower, while benefiting pedestrians and 
bicyclists through shorter crossings and higher visibility. Intersection design primarily 
has an impact on the speed of vehicles approaching and traveling through an 
intersection, and can improve pedestrian accessibility. Raised intersections are level 
with the sidewalk and are often accomplished with textured pavers or colored and 
stamped concrete to create a visual cue. In a sample of three sites, raised 

2 
"Handbook of Speed Management Techniques" By Angelia Parham and Kay Fitzpatrick, Texas 

Transportation Institute, September 1998. 

3 
"NCH RP Report 613 Guidelines for Selection of Speed Reduction Treatments at High-Speed 

Intersections" National Cooperative Highway Research Program Pg 46. 

4 
"Traffic calming of State Highways: Application New England." Per Garder, University of Maine, John 

Ivan, University of Connecticut, Jianhe Du, University of Connecticut, June 19, 2002. Pg 17. 

5 
"Traffic Calming on Arterial Roadways" by Michael Skene, on ITE's website. 
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intersections used alone decreased the 85th percentile speed by 1%.6 T-intersections 
can be realigned so the through movement is deflected and becomes a turning 
movement as is shown in Figure 1. According to traffic calming.org and supported by 
the literature review, no data has been documented to show the effectiveness of 
realigned intersections. The combination of monuments, landscaping, and pedestrian 
bulbouts has limited data for measuring their effectiveness at intersections, but 
studies have been done on the individual components along residential streets. 
Studies show that changes in the character of the road have decreased speeds. For 
example, on two-lane rural highways there was a 4 m.ph decrease in the areas of the
road that had trees, compared to areas without trees. Pedestrian bulbouts, 
extending the curb into the intersection to decrease pedestrian crossing distance and 
to narrow the roadway, have been shown to reduce average speed by 13%.8 

Figure 1. Realigned T-intersection 

Source: Delaware Department of Transportation Final Regulations Traffic Calming Design Manual. 
Delaware Register of Regulation Vol. 4, Issue 3, September 2000. Pg 544. 

4.4 Pavement Markings/Striping 

Pavement markings and striping can be used for speed management by creating an 
illusion of deflection or narrower lanes or by changing the environment to make 
drivers more aware of their speed. One type of pavement marking is a series of 
transverse lines that gradually get closer together to give the illusion that drivers are 
going faster than they really are, causing them to slow down. This is frequently used 
when approaching an intersection, crosswalk or merge point where drivers will need 
to slow down in advance of the decision point. The same theory holds for chevron 
markings across a lane. These pavement markings are most effective when used in 

www.trafficcalming.org, accessed on Septembers, 2008. Sponsored by Fehr and Peers Transportation 

Consultants. http://www.trafficcalming.org/raisedintersection s.html 
7 

NCHRP 124 -Guidelines for Speed Reduction Treatments at High-Speed Intersections. Pg 2·48 

8 
"Types of Traffic Calming Methods" City of Santa Clarita; http://www.santa

clarita.com/cityhall/pw/traffic/TrafficCalming.pdf accessed on May 5, 2009. 
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combination with a change in pavement surface, such as rumble strips or pavement 
textures (cobblestone, texturizing). Striping can also be used to narrow lanes for a 
less expensive road diet or to mark the actual speed limit on the pavement to make 
drivers aware of the speed limit. A study on pavement markings used for speed 
management found that longitudinal markings were not effective when used alone, 
but transverse pavement markings were. Three case studies were used for before 
and after studies on transverse pavement markings - an exit ramp in New York, a 
rural road in Mississippi with a speed limit of 45 mph, and a rural road in Texas with 
a 60 mph speed limit (45 mph on curves). The New York case study found a 4 mph 
reduction in speed, the Mississippi case found a long-term reduction of nearly 5 mph, 
and the Texas case study found no statistical difference.9 

4.5 Speed Humps and Speed Bumps 

Speed humps and speed bumps are the most common traffic calming measure used 
on residential streets, but on higher speed roads (over 30 mph) they cause 
significant driver discomfort and "jolt the vehicle's suspension" and are not 
recommended10

. Speed tables or platforms (raised crosswalks or intersections with a 
flat top) are vertical deflection techniques that are applicable on arterials because of 
their geometric design and the smoother transition at higher speeds. These are not 
recommended for speeds over 45 mph and are generally for lower speed roads. 11 

They are also not recommended in areas where the vehicle will encounter them at a 
high speed; instead, they can be used in conjunction with curves, stop signs or 
signals to prevent acceleration after slowing or stopping. 12 This technique can reduce 
traffic volumes and divert traffic to parallel streets.13 There is limited data on the
effectiveness of speed tables for arterials with speeds greater than 45 mph. On 
streets with speeds less than 45 mph, speed tables have been shown to be an 
effective speed reduction technique. In Gwinnett County, Georgia, 43 speed tables 
were installed, resulting in an average speed reduction of 9 mph. 14 A sample of data 

9 "Traffic Control Devices Pooled Fund Study- Pavement Markings for Speed Reduction" by Bryan Katz,
December 2004. 

10 "Handbook of Speed Management Techniques" By Angelia Parham and Kay Fitzpatrick, Texas 

Transportation Institute, September 1998. 

11 "Evaluation of Gateway and Low-Cost Traffic Calming Treatments for Major Routes in Small Rural 
Communities" by Shauna Hallmark, Neal Hawkins. Center for Transportatlon Research and Education, 

Iowa State University. 2007. 

12 NCH RP Report 613 - Guidelines for Selection of Speed Reduction Treatments at High-Speed 
Intersections, NCHRP 2008 Pg S3 

13 "Handbook of Speed Management Techniques" By Angelia Parham and Kay Fitzpatrick, Texas 
Transportation Institute, September 1998. 

14 NCH RP Report 613 - Guidelines for Selection of Speed Reduction Treatments at High-Speed

Intersections, NCHRP 2008 Pg 54 
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on speed table effectiveness found an average of 18% decrease in 85th percentile
speeds. 15 

4.6 Traffic Signal Techniques 

Traffic signals can be used as speed management techniques in multiple ways. 
Signals can be synchronized to give a progressive green band for cars traveling at a 
specified speed. Synchronization can be combined with signs that inform drivers that 
the signals are timed for a specific speed, as an education measure. Vehicles 
traveling faster than the coordinated speed will have to stop more frequently. ln 
Portland, Oregon, signals within the downtown area are coordinated to speeds of 12 
to 18 mph. In France, synchronizing signals to create a "green wave" has been
shown to reduce the average speed 10 to 20% and a 15 to 25% reduction in the 85th 

percentile speed.16 This technique is particularly effective on one-way streets, but 
can also be used effectively on two-way streets. There are also "rest on red" signals 
where a signal is red until a car drives over a detector placed at a pre-set distance 
from the intersection. This requires a car to slow on the approach to the intersection 
since the light is red, but does not require the car to stop because the light changes 
before the car comes to a complete stop. Some municipalities have experimented 
with speed activated traffic signals, where vehicles approaching an intersection at 
high speeds trigger a red light. 

4. 7 Shared Space

Shared space is a common technique used in Europe. A shared space can take a 
variety of forms, but in general the street is envisioned as a public space with no one 
mode having priority over another. Pedestrians are free to cross anywhere. Often, 
there are no pavement markings, requiring drivers to be attentive and navigate 
around other vehicles, pedestrians, and bicycles. There may be trees or street 
furniture in the "road" that act as a deflection. Shared space evolved from the Dutch 
"woonerven" concept of giving pedestrians priority over other modes. In the 
Netherlands, the number of incidents on the shared space has decreased by 95%. 17 

4.8 Feedback and Enforcement Techniques 

Feedback and enforcement techniques include speed trailers, flashing beacons, 
flashing speed limit signs, or police enforcement. These techniques are designed to 
make motorists aware that they are exceeding the speed limit by changing 
something noticeable in their environment, such as a flashing sign. A study in Bryan, 
Texas used speed trailers to reduce speeds, but they were not found to have a 
lasting impact. Another study in Riverside, California maintained lower speeds by up 

15 
www.trafficcalming.org, accessed on September 5, 2008. Sponsored by Fehr and Peers Transportation 

Consultants. http://www.trafficcalming.org/speedtables.html 

16 
"Speed Management" by Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development and European 

Conference of Ministers of Transport. 2006. 

17 
"A Green Light for Common Sense: to Slow Drivers, German town drops traffic signals and lane 

markers" Craig Whitlock, Washington Post Foreign Service, December 24, 2007. 
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to 4 mph a week after a speed trailer was removed. 18 Using speed monitoring 
displays in school zones has shown to decrease the number of speed violators and 
result in a 17% reduction in speeds.19 One of the most common arterial speed 
management techniques in the United States is the radar speed feedback sign, and 
many municipalities provide permanent installations of these devices. These devices 
have evolved from simple displays of speed to devices that display speed, speed 
limit, and flash "slow down" when vehicles exceed limits. Police enforcement of 
speed still remains a fundamental element of arterial speed management. 

4. 9 Deflection

Deflection techniques used for speed management require the car to redirect from its 
travel path to avoid gaining speed on a straight roadway. Chicanes and road 
narrowing medians are two types of deflection techniques. The.deflection measures 
are designed to be easily navigated if the vehicle is driving at the proper speed. 
These techniques may be a challenge for emergency or transit vehicles. They have 
proven effective in Ontario, Canada where speed control medians were implemented 
on Mohawk Road. The mean speed decreased by 9% and the percentage of 
vehicles exceeding the speed limit was reduced by 20%.20 

4.10 Other Techniques 

Other speed management techniques are mentioned within the literature, but are not 
implemented frequently and lack evidence to support their effectiveness. A 
"neighborhood pace car program" is one technique where members of the 
community pledge to always travel the speed limit to set the pace for drivers 
following them. Another technique is to use tactile surfaces (such as rumble strips) to 
deliberately increase road noise and vehicle vibration to warn drivers to slow. There 
is the concept of creating visual cues that notify motorists they are traveling in 
urbanized places where pedestrians and bicycles may be encountered. This includes 
street enclosures (buildings fronting streets, tree canopies, on-street parking) and 
other urbanizing features within and outside the public right-of-way. Many agencies 
prohibit the use of vertical displacement devices on arterial streets (i.e., speed 
humps), but indicated that they would employ less obtrusive measures such as 
gateway treatments, narrowing travel lanes, bulbouts, parking bays, on-street 
parking, detached sidewalks, bicycle lanes, and textured pavement at pedestrian 
crossings. These treatments may not significantly decrease traffic speeds on arterial 
streets, but they address safety concerns and the quality of the experience or sense 
of place created for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists21 . Variable speed limits are 

18 "Speed Management Techniques for Collectors and Arterial�" TRB Circular, E-C019 Urban Street
Symposium 2000, Angelia Parham and Kay Fitzpatrick, Texas Transportation Institute. 

19 "Effectiveness of Speed Monitoring Displays in Speed Reduction in Schooi Zones" by Choulki Lee,
Sangsoo lee, and Bongsoo Choi for TRB Annua1 Meeting in 2006. 

2� "Arterial Speed Calming - Mohawk Road Case Study" TRB Cfrcular, EC019 Urban Street Symposium
2000, Gerry Forbes, Synectlcs Transportation Consultants. 

21 "County of Sacramento Neighborhood Traffic Management Program - Best Practices White Paper".
Fehr & Peers Associates, Inc. 2004. 
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used to respond to varying traffic conditions. Variable speed limits require drivers to 
slow down in adverse weather conditions or in advance of an incident or congestion 
point. These potential speed management techniques are not widely used but may 
be as effective as other techniques. 

4.11 Conclusion 

Speed management techniques can generally be divided into two categories, active 
(physical) and passive. Active techniques are ones that require a physical design 
change, such as roundabouts or raised medians. Passive techniques include 
signage, signalization, and enforcement techniques. Active techniques are generally 
more effective at changing driver behavior, but may be more costly to implement and 
may not be appropriate on arterial streets. In general, the literature on speed 
management for arterials is limited and qualitative with most of the literature focusing 
on residential applications. The literature review focused on individual speed 
management techniques; however, these measures are more effective when used in 
combination with multiple techniques over the length of a corridor. The Danish 
approach to speed management focuses on using active and passive techniques 
concurrently in what is called a "speed triangle." The triangle consists of physical 
measures, enforcement, and education, similar to the American "three E's of 
engineering, education, and enforcement" often cited as an approach to 
neighborhood traffic management. The education piece can be as simple as posting 
speed limits frequently, or as complex as public education programs. The physical 
measures that have proven effective in Denmark are roundabouts, speed humps, 
bicycle lanes, and changes in road surface. These measures have been relatively 
inexpensive to implement and have shown a 16% reduction in speed. The speed 
triangle method has been in use for over ten years and is still found to be as effective 
now as when it was first implemented. 

5. Best Practices

Experts in the field provided input on best practices for speed management with an 
emphasis of techniques that have proven effective on arterials and state of the art 
techniques that will be the future of speed management. Experts were interviewed 
from Federal agencies, State Departments of Transportation, local municipalities and 
major universities. Appendix B has a complete list of the experts that were

interviewed. 

5.1 Effective Techniques 

The most effective speed management techniques are ones that have a long lasting 
impact. Many techniques work in the short term because the concept is novel. This is 
true for pavement markings, radar feedback signs, or for visual cue techniques like 
trees. Enforcement techniques are also only effective in the short-term and must be 
employed consistently for long term effectiveness. More permanent enforcement 
techniques like ''fake" red light running cameras may work for longer periods, but if 
people do not receive a negative consequence for running the red light or speeding 
the effectiveness will wear off. 

Roundabouts and road diets were most commonly referenced as having the largest 
impact, anecdotally. Overall, the experts agree that a combination of techniques 

Kirney-Horn 
and Associales, Inc. 











































As part of the City of Pasadena's "Arterial Speed Management Program", the City has a 
program to install Electronic Speed feedback signs along certain arterials in the City. The 
Electronic Speed feedback signs alert motorists to let them know how fast they are driving.

Subject to funding availability, the City usually plans to install 2-4 signs annually. For the 
streets to qualify, the street must be an arterial or collector with documented speeding 
issues as evidenced by higher operating speeds above the posted speed limits. The street 
must meet the minimum tra�c volume of at least 2,500 vehicles per day for 2 to 3 lane 
streets, and 5,000 vehicles per day for 4 or more lane arterial streets. It must be on a street 
segment with at least ¼ mile long of uninterrupted section with no tra�c controls such as 
stop signs or tra�c signals. Street segments that meet these criteria will be added to a 
waiting list and the sign will be installed once funding is available. If there are more 
quali�ed locations than available funding, priority will be given based on the combination 
of the degree of speeding, road safety records and tra�c volume.

Electronic Solar Powered 
Driver Speed Feedback Signs

Location — Glenarm Street  West of  Fair Oaks and East of Pasadena Avenue



An Invitation to Join Your Neighbors

Whether you are new to the neighborhood or a 
long time Marengo Avenue resident, our street 
has become an alternate cross town connector 
road for cars and trucks traveling from 
Pasadena — 210 and 134 Freeways to southern 
Alhambra — 10, 5 and 710 Freeways.

Tra�c citations and accidents in the city of 
South Pasadena have skyrocketed and on   
July 27, 2022 a northbound car failed to heed 
the stop sign at the intersection of Marengo 
Avenue and Maple, striking three elderly 
pedestrians in the crosswalk.

Hoa Le su�ered a broken femur that required 
surgery, Connie Nguyen, a Parkinson’s patient 
su�ered cuts, bruises and a contusion to her 
head and Tam Nguyen, Connie’s husband, was 
killed.

Unfortunately this tra�c issue is not exclusive 
to Marengo Avenue.

Fremont Avenue, Fair Oaks Avenue, and 
Huntington Drive are all being heavily impacted 
by this growing tra�c issue. 

The City of South Pasadena has launched the 
Fremont Avenue, Fair Oaks Avenue and 
Huntington Drive Transportation Project to 
begin to develop permanent solutions to these 
tra�c issues across the City.

Since the fatal accident, a number of concerned 
citizens have worked tirelessly on behalf of the 
entire neighborhood lobbying members of the 
South Pasadena City Council, the Mayor and 
others to understand what can be done to 
address these issues.

The Marengo Matters neighborhood group 
which was recently formed, met with the Toole 
Design Group who have been engaged by the 
City of South Pasadena to study the problems, 
develop a variety of solutions and to ultimately 
help implement the �nal approved tra�c 
abatement concepts.  Tra�c laws are becoming a suggestion

rather than a mandatory.

Donuts Roll Over Bicyclist Hit

Issue 1 / September 2023



JOIN
MARENGO MATTERS
& STAY INFORMED!

Marengo Matters members also attended   
the September 28th meeting at the   
South Pasadena Library Community Room 
where the consultants shared their preliminary 
�ndings and starter ideas.

The Toole Design Group will be holding 
additional meetings on October 17th   
and 19th in the same location.

We are distributing this �yer to all the homes on 
Marengo Avenue to encourage everyone to join 
our grassroots organization. 

We will be sharing—

Current tra�c stats including citations 
and accidents

Updates from the City of South 
Pasadena Mobility Transportation and 
Infrastructure Commission

Updates on the design process to “quiet” 
the tra�c and improve the safety and 
quality of life throughout the City

Regardless of what tra�c abatement measures 
are adopted, this is going to be a long process.

Therefore it is important we continue to lobby 
the City to repaint our crosswalks, replace our 
faded stop signs, post speed limit signs and 
have tra�c o�cers posted whenever possible 
to slow the tra�c on Marengo Avenue.

South Pasadena, CA – Pedestrian Killed In 
Auto Wreck On Marengo Ave Near Maple St
South Pasadena, CA (July 31, 2022) – A vehicle collision 
reported in South Pasadena claimed the life of one 
person while leaving two others seriously injured. At 
around 8:30 p.m., on July 27, emergency crews were 
called to the scene of a motor vehicle accident on 
Marengo Avenue.

Reports from authorities show that a male and two 
women were crossing the roadway at Marengo Avenue in 
Maple Street during the evening hours. At the same time, 
a Toyota sienna was traveling northbound on Marengo 
Avenue, approaching the intersection. A van entered the 
intersection and failed to stop at a stop sign for unknown 
reasons.

As the Toyota proceeded through the intersection, it 
struck the pedestrians.

The three victims were rushed to an area hospital for 
emergency medical care. The male pedestrian 
succumbed to his injuries after arriving.

A woman driving Westbound on Alhambra road made a 
left turn at the intersection of Marengo and Alhambra 
Road and hit a bicyclist.

South Pasadena Paramedics, the  Alhambra Fire 
Department and police department from Alhambra 
responded.

We believe the bicyclist was transported for treatment.

It’s simple, just send your name, street 
address and email address to:

marengomatters2023@gmail.com

Pedestrian Hit Hit Parked Cars Broadsided and Forced Into Pole

Issue 1 / September 2023



We are distributing this �yer to all the homes on 
Marengo Avenue to encourage everyone to join 
our grassroots organization. 

We will be sharing—

Current tra�c stats including citations 
and accidents

Updates from the City of South 
Pasadena Mobility Transportation and 
Infrastructure Commission

Updates on the design process to “quiet” 
the tra�c and improve the safety and 
quality of life throughout the City

Regardless of what tra�c abatement measures 
are adopted, this is going to be a long process.

Therefore it is important we continue to lobby 
the City to repaint our crosswalks, replace our 
faded stop signs, post speed limit signs and 
have tra�c o�cers posted whenever possible 
to slow the tra�c on Marengo Avenue.

Join Marengo Matters & Stay Informed!

Whether you are new to the neighborhood or a 
long time Marengo Avenue resident, our street 
has become an alternate cross town connector 
road for cars and trucks traveling from Pasadena 
— 210 and 134 Freeways to southern Alhambra — 
10, 5 and 710 Freeways.

Tra�c citations and accidents in the city of South 
Pasadena have skyrocketed and on July 27, 2022 a 
northbound car failed to heed the stop sign at the 
intersection of Marengo Avenue and Maple, 
striking three elderly pedestrians in the crosswalk 
killing one of them.

The City of South Pasadena has launched the 
Fremont Avenue, Fair Oaks Avenue and 
Huntington Drive Transportation Project to 
begin to develop permanent solutions to these 
tra�c issues across the city.

JOIN MARENGO MATTERS
It’s simple, just send your name, street 

address and email address to:

marengomatters2023@gmail.com

Pedestrian Hit Hit Parked Cars Broadsided and Forced Into Pole

Issue 2 / October 2023



 The South Pasadena City Council has approved 
the budget for the Tra�c Safety Assessment of 
Marengo Avenue which will provide funding for 
tra�c data collection, analysis and 
recommendations to “quiet” the tra�c on the 
Marengo Avenue corridor.

Toole Design Group has been engaged by the 
City of South Pasadena to study the problems, 
develop a variety of solutions and to ultimately 
help implement the �nal approved tra�c 
abatement concepts.

Members of the Marengo Matters neighborhood 
group are attending all scheduled meetings of 
the Commission on Mobility Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

Marengo Matters UPDATE

SR-710 North Mobility Improvement Projects 
(MIPs) approved by the Metro Board of Directors  
totaling, more than $1 billion in Measure R, and 
State and Federal funds were approved by the 
Board for the MIPs starting in FY2020.

 

South Pasadena Regional 
Tra�c Corridor Improvements FUNDING

The City has received funding from several grants.
The City of South Pasadena portion of the SR-710 
North Mobility Improvement Projects (MIPs) are 
allocated as shown below:

South Pasadena Regional Tra�c Corridor 
Improvements [Fremont, Huntington, Fair Oaks] 
SR-110/Fair Oaks Ave Interchange Modi�cations 
$38,000,000

South Pasadena SR-110/Fair Oaks Avenue 
Interchange Modi�cations [Right-of-Way 
Acquisition, Design Improvements & Construction] 
$32,000,000

$10 million of Metro MIP Grant focuses on 
enhancing transportation management, upgrade 
local intersections, tra�c signals, and intelligent 
transportation systems (ITS) along Fremont 
Avenue and Huntington Drive. Additionally, it 
targets improvements at the intersections of Fair 
Oaks Avenue and Huntington Drive, as well as 
Fremont Avenue and Huntington Drive. 

MAT Grant— $6,000,000 earmarked to enhance 
safety and tra�c �ow for pedestrians, cyclists, bus 
riders, and vehicles along Huntington Drive and 
Fremont Avenue in the City. 

Issue 2 / October 2023



Preliminary Design Recommendations 
Ideas Shared to “Quiet” the Tra�c Flow  
on Key Connectors
The Toole Design Group presented a variety of possible 
design ideas to mitigate the heavy tra�c that �ows 
through the City of South Pasadena daily.

Shown is a sampling of the design concepts* presented 
at the last Community meeting.

* Designs concepts are preliminary and still need to be re�ned and updated based on input from the City, the Police and Fire Departments.
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The City of South Pasadena is continuing to study 
the tra�c issues that are creating safety 
problems to develop and pilot a variety of 
solutions and to ultimately help implement the 
�nal approved tra�c abatement concepts.

The South Pasadena “Slow Streets” Program aims 
to enhance tra�ic safety by reminding motorists 
to slow down and be aware of people using the 
street. Selected residental streets will utilize 
signage and other temporary tra�c calming 
measures, such as curb extensions, dedicated 
bicycle lanes, and high-visibility crosswalks to 
reduce speeding and improve safety.

Join Marengo Matters & Stay Informed!

Whether you are new to the neighborhood or a long 
time Marengo Avenue resident, our street has become 
an alternate cross town connector road for cars and 
trucks traveling from Pasadena — 210 and 134 Freeways 
to southern Alhambra — 10, 5 and 710 Freeways.

Tra�c citations and accidents in the City of South 
Pasadena have skyrocketed and on July 27, 2022 a 
northbound car failed to heed the stop sign at the 
intersection of Marengo Avenue and Maple, striking 
three elderly pedestrians in the crosswalk killing   
one of them.

The City of South Pasadena has launched the Fremont 
Avenue, Fair Oaks Avenue and Huntington Drive 
Transportation Project to begin to develop permanent 
solutions to these tra�c issues across the city.

JOIN MARENGO MATTERS
It’s simple, just send your name, street 

address and email address to:

marengomatters2023@gmail.com

SLOW DOWN
People & Pets Live Here
CAUTION 

SLOW DOWN

Pretend You
LIVE HERE It’s Our Neighborhood and 

Quality of Life —
STAY INFORMED & ENGAGED

Issue 3 / April 2024



Marengo Matters UPDATE MOBILITY AND TRANSPORTATION 
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMISSION (MTIC) 
(MTIC) is a �ve member  body to serve in an advisory 
capacity to the City Council on policies regarding: 

Mobility policy matters related to transportation 
and mobility including tra�c management plans, 
transit, multi-modal transportation and active 
transportation, evolving transportation and 
mobility technologies, parking management, and 
regional transportation matters 

Federal, state, regional and local transportation 
funding and planning

Input on transportation and mobility policies such 
as the transportation related Capital Improvement 
Project items, Neighborhood Tra�c Management 
Plan, and Active Transportation Plan, etc

A forum for community input on mobility topics

Based on a public request process, the following streets 
were nominated and approved for the �rst phase of this 
temporary demonstration project.

• Oak St. - Meridian to Gar�eld
• Hermosa Ave. - Grand to Columbia
• Grand Ave. - Mission to Columbia

Project Area

Residents were asked to 
provide their feedback on 
the temporary installation.

TOO FAST
YOU ARE GOING

IF YOU CAN’TREAD THIS

A residential "Slow Streets” demonstration that included 
temporary signage and other tra�c safety measures was also 
installed on Marengo Avenue north of Huntington Drive.

Sta� Liaison Ted Gerber,   
Director of Public Works   
(626) 403-7240   
tgerber@southpasadenaca.gov 

Council Chamber  
1424 Mission Street 
South Pasadena, CA 91030

MTIC Meeting Information    
Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m.

South Pasadenans have had since last September to adapt 
and respond to a series of quick-build multimodal road 
facilities, along Grand Avenue and also Oak Street. These 
include bike lanes, curb extensions, high-visibility 
crosswalks, and Slow Streets signs. 

According to city sta�, no speed or collision data was 
collected prior to the demonstration program, which   
was only meant to run for six months starting in late  
August 2023. 

The installations were funded by a $420,000 Metro grant 
from 2019 for Open Streets events. Then in 2020, the 
COVID-19 pandemic came, and the money was repurposed. 
In 2022, the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments gave 
the city another $45k to get something done with the 
funding before its November 2023 
usage deadline.  

At this point, it’s been more than six 
months, and residents have formed 
opinions. On March 20th the South 
Pasadena City Council voted to do away 
with most of the bike lanes  and all of 
the delineators, under pressure from 
locals who didn’t want them in their 
neighborhoods.  

By Chris Greenspon (Excerpt)

READ FULL
ARTICLE HERE

Issue 3 / April 2024



Log In MENU

USA NYC MASS LA CHI SF CAL

Thanks to our advertising sponsor -

SGV

Eyes on the Street: Pasadena’s New Roundabouts
A sightly new pair of traEc circles have been making the rounds in the Crown City, and transportation activists are
pleased

By Chris Greenspon

1:22 PM PDT on July 2, 2024

The roundabout at N. Hill Avenue and E. Topeka Street in Pasadena. Credit: Chris Greenspon/SBLA

Stay in touch
Sign up for our free newsletter

SIGN UP

Streetsblog will delete comments that use hate speech or are ad hominem attacks on other
commenters.

More from Streetsblog Los Angeles

See all posts

Sign up for our free newsletter

SIGN UP

Streetsblog LA

Contact Us

About Us

Who We Are

Donate

Streetsblog Los Angeles Editorial Independence
Policy

Our Funders

Donor Transparency Policy

© Copyright 2024

Made in partnership with Lede

To make some streets safer, Pasadena is building roundabouts. There is an
almost Wnished roundabout on Avenue 64 at Burleigh Drive (all that’s missing is
landscaping and the western parkway), and the recently completed North Hill
Avenue roundabout at East Topeka Street.

The roundabout at N. Hill Avenue and E. Topeka Street in Pasadena. Credit: Chris Greenspon/SBLA

Colin Bogart - a volunteer with the Pasadena Complete Streets Coalition and
Active Transportation Director for the public health non-proWt Day One - says he’s
very happy with the execution of both roundabout projects, especially the one on
Hill.

“That was actually a project that was developed by the [Pasadena] Department of
Transportation, closely with the residents who live in that area,” Bogart tells
SBLA. “In fact, myself and other members of the Complete Streets Coalition
originally wanted to try to participate in community outreach, and the city asked
us politely not to participate unless we had anybody who actually lived in that
immediate area, because they really wanted it to be a choice of the folks who
lived in that area as a means to calm traEc on Hill.” 

According to the Department of Public Works, this portion of Hill averages 9,000
car trips per day. With one lane in each direction and no center turn lane,
residents should be able to more easily come and go from their driveways. 

At the time SBLA visited Hill and Topeka, drivers passed through the circle
gingerly, without struggle. Some big trucks were a bit slowed by the somewhat
tight turn, which is the point; to reduce collisions and injuries. 

The nearly complete roundabout at Avenue 64, on the other hand, has such wide
lanes that it accommodates larger cars with ease. The southbound side of it is
almost straight though, and doesn’t seem to slow drivers much. 

The roundabout at Avenue 64 and Burleigh Drive in Pasadena. Credit: Chris Greenspon/SBLA

It does have a number of thoughtful features though: curb extensions, high
visibility crosswalks (still being painted last week), rainwater capture elements.
There is also hardscaping around the center planter for service trucks, as well as
around the adjacent driveways to allow safe coming and going for residents.

The project was selected over “public concerns that Avenue 64 is being used as a
cut-through route from neighboring cities, resulting in speed-related collisions
and poor pedestrian safety,” and particular issues with “vehicles using the two-
way left-turn lane as a passing lane.”

“Avenue 64 and that particular [forked] intersection was very weird and big and
open, so it's much better with a roundabout there,” says Bogart.

Fresh paint on the Avenue 64 roundabout in Pasadena. Courtesy of the Pasadena Complete Streets Coaltion and Pilar
Reynaldo.

In the past, some residents in the city haven’t responded well to roundabouts,
Bogart recalls. A pair of roundabouts on Glenarm Street (at Los Robles Avenue
and at El Molino Avenue) were both saddled with unnecessary stop signs due to
a lawsuit from several neighborhood associations, according to the city’s
website.

Bogart laments, “I guess they were convinced that these roundabouts were
gonna cause people to avoid El Molino and Los Robles [... and] it was going to
discourage people from using those two streets, and so they were going to cut
through their neighborhood streets instead. And so they Wled a lawsuit, and in the
end, the compromise was that they had to put in stop signs at those two
intersections.”

Additionally, left turns through the neighborhood from Glenarm were physically
blocked off as part of the lawsuit. So was it worth putting in the roundabouts at
all?

The city’s data says, yes. “Indications are that after an initial uptick following
installation, crashes are holding at levels that are lower than the pre-installation
condition.”

Those Glenarm roundabouts have been in place since the late 90’s. If Pasadena’s
own metrics aren’t enough to convince readers, here’s some more corroboration.
Study after study Wnds that roundabouts reduce collisions.

That’s why Bogart says Pasadena needs them, and he’s heartened by the two
newest additions.

“We don't have a good track record in Pasadena when it comes to traEc
collisions, particularly in relation to pedestrians and bicyclists,” he remarks.
“We're highly ranked by the California OEce of TraEc Safety. We're generally in
the top 10 of similar sized cities for pedestrian and bicyclist injuries and
fatalities. So something needs to be done, and this is a cost effective way to do it,
and a way that can actually be very attractive if the city makes it so.”

Completion for the Avenue 64 roundabout is anticipated by the end of July.

Streetsblog’s San Gabriel Valley coverage is supported by Foothill Transit,
offering car-free travel throughout the San Gabriel Valley with connections to the
Gold Line Stations across the Foothills and Commuter Express lines traveling into
the heart of downtown L.A. To plan your trip, visit Foothill Transit. “Foothill
Transit. Going Good Places.”Sign-up for our SGV Connect Newsletter, coming to
your inbox on Fridays!

Chris Greenspon

Chris is the San Gabriel Valley Reporter for Streetsblog LA and co-host for SGV Connect.
He's been a La Puente native since 1991, and a radio journalist since 2014. He hosts the
podcast SGV Weekly.
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Pasadena did a good job here shortening the length of the crosswalks with curb extensions.
The shorter crosswalks reduce the time that pedestrians are in tra!c lanes thereby reducing
their exposure to being struck by vehicles and also reducing the time vehicles have to wait
for pedestrians to cross. More curb extensions should be discussed during community
outreach whenever an intersection is rebuilt. I do not think that many of the general public
are knowledgeable of the bene"ts of curb extensions so more information on them is
needed.
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To make some streets safer, Pasadena is building roundabouts. There is an
almost Wnished roundabout on Avenue 64 at Burleigh Drive (all that’s missing is
landscaping and the western parkway), and the recently completed North Hill
Avenue roundabout at East Topeka Street.
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Colin Bogart - a volunteer with the Pasadena Complete Streets Coalition and
Active Transportation Director for the public health non-proWt Day One - says he’s
very happy with the execution of both roundabout projects, especially the one on
Hill.

“That was actually a project that was developed by the [Pasadena] Department of
Transportation, closely with the residents who live in that area,” Bogart tells
SBLA. “In fact, myself and other members of the Complete Streets Coalition
originally wanted to try to participate in community outreach, and the city asked
us politely not to participate unless we had anybody who actually lived in that
immediate area, because they really wanted it to be a choice of the folks who
lived in that area as a means to calm traEc on Hill.” 

According to the Department of Public Works, this portion of Hill averages 9,000
car trips per day. With one lane in each direction and no center turn lane,
residents should be able to more easily come and go from their driveways. 

At the time SBLA visited Hill and Topeka, drivers passed through the circle
gingerly, without struggle. Some big trucks were a bit slowed by the somewhat
tight turn, which is the point; to reduce collisions and injuries. 

The nearly complete roundabout at Avenue 64, on the other hand, has such wide
lanes that it accommodates larger cars with ease. The southbound side of it is
almost straight though, and doesn’t seem to slow drivers much. 

The roundabout at Avenue 64 and Burleigh Drive in Pasadena. Credit: Chris Greenspon/SBLA

It does have a number of thoughtful features though: curb extensions, high
visibility crosswalks (still being painted last week), rainwater capture elements.
There is also hardscaping around the center planter for service trucks, as well as
around the adjacent driveways to allow safe coming and going for residents.

The project was selected over “public concerns that Avenue 64 is being used as a
cut-through route from neighboring cities, resulting in speed-related collisions
and poor pedestrian safety,” and particular issues with “vehicles using the two-
way left-turn lane as a passing lane.”

“Avenue 64 and that particular [forked] intersection was very weird and big and
open, so it's much better with a roundabout there,” says Bogart.

Fresh paint on the Avenue 64 roundabout in Pasadena. Courtesy of the Pasadena Complete Streets Coaltion and Pilar
Reynaldo.

In the past, some residents in the city haven’t responded well to roundabouts,
Bogart recalls. A pair of roundabouts on Glenarm Street (at Los Robles Avenue
and at El Molino Avenue) were both saddled with unnecessary stop signs due to
a lawsuit from several neighborhood associations, according to the city’s
website.

Bogart laments, “I guess they were convinced that these roundabouts were
gonna cause people to avoid El Molino and Los Robles [... and] it was going to
discourage people from using those two streets, and so they were going to cut
through their neighborhood streets instead. And so they Wled a lawsuit, and in the
end, the compromise was that they had to put in stop signs at those two
intersections.”

Additionally, left turns through the neighborhood from Glenarm were physically
blocked off as part of the lawsuit. So was it worth putting in the roundabouts at
all?

The city’s data says, yes. “Indications are that after an initial uptick following
installation, crashes are holding at levels that are lower than the pre-installation
condition.”

Those Glenarm roundabouts have been in place since the late 90’s. If Pasadena’s
own metrics aren’t enough to convince readers, here’s some more corroboration.
Study after study Wnds that roundabouts reduce collisions.

That’s why Bogart says Pasadena needs them, and he’s heartened by the two
newest additions.

“We don't have a good track record in Pasadena when it comes to traEc
collisions, particularly in relation to pedestrians and bicyclists,” he remarks.
“We're highly ranked by the California OEce of TraEc Safety. We're generally in
the top 10 of similar sized cities for pedestrian and bicyclist injuries and
fatalities. So something needs to be done, and this is a cost effective way to do it,
and a way that can actually be very attractive if the city makes it so.”

Completion for the Avenue 64 roundabout is anticipated by the end of July.
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offering car-free travel throughout the San Gabriel Valley with connections to the
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To make some streets safer, Pasadena is building roundabouts. There is an
almost Wnished roundabout on Avenue 64 at Burleigh Drive (all that’s missing is
landscaping and the western parkway), and the recently completed North Hill
Avenue roundabout at East Topeka Street.
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Colin Bogart - a volunteer with the Pasadena Complete Streets Coalition and
Active Transportation Director for the public health non-proWt Day One - says he’s
very happy with the execution of both roundabout projects, especially the one on
Hill.

“That was actually a project that was developed by the [Pasadena] Department of
Transportation, closely with the residents who live in that area,” Bogart tells
SBLA. “In fact, myself and other members of the Complete Streets Coalition
originally wanted to try to participate in community outreach, and the city asked
us politely not to participate unless we had anybody who actually lived in that
immediate area, because they really wanted it to be a choice of the folks who
lived in that area as a means to calm traEc on Hill.” 

According to the Department of Public Works, this portion of Hill averages 9,000
car trips per day. With one lane in each direction and no center turn lane,
residents should be able to more easily come and go from their driveways. 

At the time SBLA visited Hill and Topeka, drivers passed through the circle
gingerly, without struggle. Some big trucks were a bit slowed by the somewhat
tight turn, which is the point; to reduce collisions and injuries. 

The nearly complete roundabout at Avenue 64, on the other hand, has such wide
lanes that it accommodates larger cars with ease. The southbound side of it is
almost straight though, and doesn’t seem to slow drivers much. 

The roundabout at Avenue 64 and Burleigh Drive in Pasadena. Credit: Chris Greenspon/SBLA

It does have a number of thoughtful features though: curb extensions, high
visibility crosswalks (still being painted last week), rainwater capture elements.
There is also hardscaping around the center planter for service trucks, as well as
around the adjacent driveways to allow safe coming and going for residents.

The project was selected over “public concerns that Avenue 64 is being used as a
cut-through route from neighboring cities, resulting in speed-related collisions
and poor pedestrian safety,” and particular issues with “vehicles using the two-
way left-turn lane as a passing lane.”

“Avenue 64 and that particular [forked] intersection was very weird and big and
open, so it's much better with a roundabout there,” says Bogart.

Fresh paint on the Avenue 64 roundabout in Pasadena. Courtesy of the Pasadena Complete Streets Coaltion and Pilar
Reynaldo.

In the past, some residents in the city haven’t responded well to roundabouts,
Bogart recalls. A pair of roundabouts on Glenarm Street (at Los Robles Avenue
and at El Molino Avenue) were both saddled with unnecessary stop signs due to
a lawsuit from several neighborhood associations, according to the city’s
website.

Bogart laments, “I guess they were convinced that these roundabouts were
gonna cause people to avoid El Molino and Los Robles [... and] it was going to
discourage people from using those two streets, and so they were going to cut
through their neighborhood streets instead. And so they Wled a lawsuit, and in the
end, the compromise was that they had to put in stop signs at those two
intersections.”

Additionally, left turns through the neighborhood from Glenarm were physically
blocked off as part of the lawsuit. So was it worth putting in the roundabouts at
all?

The city’s data says, yes. “Indications are that after an initial uptick following
installation, crashes are holding at levels that are lower than the pre-installation
condition.”

Those Glenarm roundabouts have been in place since the late 90’s. If Pasadena’s
own metrics aren’t enough to convince readers, here’s some more corroboration.
Study after study Wnds that roundabouts reduce collisions.

That’s why Bogart says Pasadena needs them, and he’s heartened by the two
newest additions.

“We don't have a good track record in Pasadena when it comes to traEc
collisions, particularly in relation to pedestrians and bicyclists,” he remarks.
“We're highly ranked by the California OEce of TraEc Safety. We're generally in
the top 10 of similar sized cities for pedestrian and bicyclist injuries and
fatalities. So something needs to be done, and this is a cost effective way to do it,
and a way that can actually be very attractive if the city makes it so.”

Completion for the Avenue 64 roundabout is anticipated by the end of July.
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To make some streets safer, Pasadena is building roundabouts. There is an
almost Wnished roundabout on Avenue 64 at Burleigh Drive (all that’s missing is
landscaping and the western parkway), and the recently completed North Hill
Avenue roundabout at East Topeka Street.
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Colin Bogart - a volunteer with the Pasadena Complete Streets Coalition and
Active Transportation Director for the public health non-proWt Day One - says he’s
very happy with the execution of both roundabout projects, especially the one on
Hill.

“That was actually a project that was developed by the [Pasadena] Department of
Transportation, closely with the residents who live in that area,” Bogart tells
SBLA. “In fact, myself and other members of the Complete Streets Coalition
originally wanted to try to participate in community outreach, and the city asked
us politely not to participate unless we had anybody who actually lived in that
immediate area, because they really wanted it to be a choice of the folks who
lived in that area as a means to calm traEc on Hill.” 

According to the Department of Public Works, this portion of Hill averages 9,000
car trips per day. With one lane in each direction and no center turn lane,
residents should be able to more easily come and go from their driveways. 

At the time SBLA visited Hill and Topeka, drivers passed through the circle
gingerly, without struggle. Some big trucks were a bit slowed by the somewhat
tight turn, which is the point; to reduce collisions and injuries. 

The nearly complete roundabout at Avenue 64, on the other hand, has such wide
lanes that it accommodates larger cars with ease. The southbound side of it is
almost straight though, and doesn’t seem to slow drivers much. 
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It does have a number of thoughtful features though: curb extensions, high
visibility crosswalks (still being painted last week), rainwater capture elements.
There is also hardscaping around the center planter for service trucks, as well as
around the adjacent driveways to allow safe coming and going for residents.

The project was selected over “public concerns that Avenue 64 is being used as a
cut-through route from neighboring cities, resulting in speed-related collisions
and poor pedestrian safety,” and particular issues with “vehicles using the two-
way left-turn lane as a passing lane.”

“Avenue 64 and that particular [forked] intersection was very weird and big and
open, so it's much better with a roundabout there,” says Bogart.

Fresh paint on the Avenue 64 roundabout in Pasadena. Courtesy of the Pasadena Complete Streets Coaltion and Pilar
Reynaldo.

In the past, some residents in the city haven’t responded well to roundabouts,
Bogart recalls. A pair of roundabouts on Glenarm Street (at Los Robles Avenue
and at El Molino Avenue) were both saddled with unnecessary stop signs due to
a lawsuit from several neighborhood associations, according to the city’s
website.

Bogart laments, “I guess they were convinced that these roundabouts were
gonna cause people to avoid El Molino and Los Robles [... and] it was going to
discourage people from using those two streets, and so they were going to cut
through their neighborhood streets instead. And so they Wled a lawsuit, and in the
end, the compromise was that they had to put in stop signs at those two
intersections.”

Additionally, left turns through the neighborhood from Glenarm were physically
blocked off as part of the lawsuit. So was it worth putting in the roundabouts at
all?

The city’s data says, yes. “Indications are that after an initial uptick following
installation, crashes are holding at levels that are lower than the pre-installation
condition.”

Those Glenarm roundabouts have been in place since the late 90’s. If Pasadena’s
own metrics aren’t enough to convince readers, here’s some more corroboration.
Study after study Wnds that roundabouts reduce collisions.

That’s why Bogart says Pasadena needs them, and he’s heartened by the two
newest additions.

“We don't have a good track record in Pasadena when it comes to traEc
collisions, particularly in relation to pedestrians and bicyclists,” he remarks.
“We're highly ranked by the California OEce of TraEc Safety. We're generally in
the top 10 of similar sized cities for pedestrian and bicyclist injuries and
fatalities. So something needs to be done, and this is a cost effective way to do it,
and a way that can actually be very attractive if the city makes it so.”

Completion for the Avenue 64 roundabout is anticipated by the end of July.
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To make some streets safer, Pasadena is building roundabouts. There is an
almost Wnished roundabout on Avenue 64 at Burleigh Drive (all that’s missing is
landscaping and the western parkway), and the recently completed North Hill
Avenue roundabout at East Topeka Street.

The roundabout at N. Hill Avenue and E. Topeka Street in Pasadena. Credit: Chris Greenspon/SBLA

Colin Bogart - a volunteer with the Pasadena Complete Streets Coalition and
Active Transportation Director for the public health non-proWt Day One - says he’s
very happy with the execution of both roundabout projects, especially the one on
Hill.

“That was actually a project that was developed by the [Pasadena] Department of
Transportation, closely with the residents who live in that area,” Bogart tells
SBLA. “In fact, myself and other members of the Complete Streets Coalition
originally wanted to try to participate in community outreach, and the city asked
us politely not to participate unless we had anybody who actually lived in that
immediate area, because they really wanted it to be a choice of the folks who
lived in that area as a means to calm traEc on Hill.” 

According to the Department of Public Works, this portion of Hill averages 9,000
car trips per day. With one lane in each direction and no center turn lane,
residents should be able to more easily come and go from their driveways. 

At the time SBLA visited Hill and Topeka, drivers passed through the circle
gingerly, without struggle. Some big trucks were a bit slowed by the somewhat
tight turn, which is the point; to reduce collisions and injuries. 

The nearly complete roundabout at Avenue 64, on the other hand, has such wide
lanes that it accommodates larger cars with ease. The southbound side of it is
almost straight though, and doesn’t seem to slow drivers much. 

The roundabout at Avenue 64 and Burleigh Drive in Pasadena. Credit: Chris Greenspon/SBLA

It does have a number of thoughtful features though: curb extensions, high
visibility crosswalks (still being painted last week), rainwater capture elements.
There is also hardscaping around the center planter for service trucks, as well as
around the adjacent driveways to allow safe coming and going for residents.

The project was selected over “public concerns that Avenue 64 is being used as a
cut-through route from neighboring cities, resulting in speed-related collisions
and poor pedestrian safety,” and particular issues with “vehicles using the two-
way left-turn lane as a passing lane.”

“Avenue 64 and that particular [forked] intersection was very weird and big and
open, so it's much better with a roundabout there,” says Bogart.

Fresh paint on the Avenue 64 roundabout in Pasadena. Courtesy of the Pasadena Complete Streets Coaltion and Pilar
Reynaldo.

In the past, some residents in the city haven’t responded well to roundabouts,
Bogart recalls. A pair of roundabouts on Glenarm Street (at Los Robles Avenue
and at El Molino Avenue) were both saddled with unnecessary stop signs due to
a lawsuit from several neighborhood associations, according to the city’s
website.

Bogart laments, “I guess they were convinced that these roundabouts were
gonna cause people to avoid El Molino and Los Robles [... and] it was going to
discourage people from using those two streets, and so they were going to cut
through their neighborhood streets instead. And so they Wled a lawsuit, and in the
end, the compromise was that they had to put in stop signs at those two
intersections.”

Additionally, left turns through the neighborhood from Glenarm were physically
blocked off as part of the lawsuit. So was it worth putting in the roundabouts at
all?

The city’s data says, yes. “Indications are that after an initial uptick following
installation, crashes are holding at levels that are lower than the pre-installation
condition.”

Those Glenarm roundabouts have been in place since the late 90’s. If Pasadena’s
own metrics aren’t enough to convince readers, here’s some more corroboration.
Study after study Wnds that roundabouts reduce collisions.

That’s why Bogart says Pasadena needs them, and he’s heartened by the two
newest additions.

“We don't have a good track record in Pasadena when it comes to traEc
collisions, particularly in relation to pedestrians and bicyclists,” he remarks.
“We're highly ranked by the California OEce of TraEc Safety. We're generally in
the top 10 of similar sized cities for pedestrian and bicyclist injuries and
fatalities. So something needs to be done, and this is a cost effective way to do it,
and a way that can actually be very attractive if the city makes it so.”

Completion for the Avenue 64 roundabout is anticipated by the end of July.

Streetsblog’s San Gabriel Valley coverage is supported by Foothill Transit,
offering car-free travel throughout the San Gabriel Valley with connections to the
Gold Line Stations across the Foothills and Commuter Express lines traveling into
the heart of downtown L.A. To plan your trip, visit Foothill Transit. “Foothill
Transit. Going Good Places.”Sign-up for our SGV Connect Newsletter, coming to
your inbox on Fridays!

Chris Greenspon

Chris is the San Gabriel Valley Reporter for Streetsblog LA and co-host for SGV Connect.
He's been a La Puente native since 1991, and a radio journalist since 2014. He hosts the
podcast SGV Weekly.
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Pasadena did a good job here shortening the length of the crosswalks with curb extensions.
The shorter crosswalks reduce the time that pedestrians are in tra!c lanes thereby reducing
their exposure to being struck by vehicles and also reducing the time vehicles have to wait
for pedestrians to cross. More curb extensions should be discussed during community
outreach whenever an intersection is rebuilt. I do not think that many of the general public
are knowledgeable of the bene"ts of curb extensions so more information on them is
needed.

 Respect  Reply  Share  Report

 Top of comments  Top of article

TODAY'S HEADLINES

Friday’s Headlines

Sahra Sulaiman August 2, 2024

TODAY'S HEADLINES

Thursday’s Headlines
August 1, 2024

TODAY'S STORIES ARE PRESENTED BY FOOTHILL TRANSIT.

TODAY'S HEADLINES

Wednesday’s Headlines

Sahra Sulaiman July 31, 2024

TODAY'S HEADLINES

Tuesday’s Headlines

Sahra Sulaiman July 30, 2024

EVENTS

This Week in Livable Streets
July 30, 2024

Covering Los Angeles's livable streets movement

Email

Comments
active



Log In MENU

USA NYC MASS LA CHI SF CAL

Thanks to our advertising sponsor -

SGV

Eyes on the Street: Pasadena’s New Roundabouts
A sightly new pair of traEc circles have been making the rounds in the Crown City, and transportation activists are
pleased

By Chris Greenspon

1:22 PM PDT on July 2, 2024

The roundabout at N. Hill Avenue and E. Topeka Street in Pasadena. Credit: Chris Greenspon/SBLA
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To make some streets safer, Pasadena is building roundabouts. There is an
almost Wnished roundabout on Avenue 64 at Burleigh Drive (all that’s missing is
landscaping and the western parkway), and the recently completed North Hill
Avenue roundabout at East Topeka Street.
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Colin Bogart - a volunteer with the Pasadena Complete Streets Coalition and
Active Transportation Director for the public health non-proWt Day One - says he’s
very happy with the execution of both roundabout projects, especially the one on
Hill.

“That was actually a project that was developed by the [Pasadena] Department of
Transportation, closely with the residents who live in that area,” Bogart tells
SBLA. “In fact, myself and other members of the Complete Streets Coalition
originally wanted to try to participate in community outreach, and the city asked
us politely not to participate unless we had anybody who actually lived in that
immediate area, because they really wanted it to be a choice of the folks who
lived in that area as a means to calm traEc on Hill.” 

According to the Department of Public Works, this portion of Hill averages 9,000
car trips per day. With one lane in each direction and no center turn lane,
residents should be able to more easily come and go from their driveways. 

At the time SBLA visited Hill and Topeka, drivers passed through the circle
gingerly, without struggle. Some big trucks were a bit slowed by the somewhat
tight turn, which is the point; to reduce collisions and injuries. 

The nearly complete roundabout at Avenue 64, on the other hand, has such wide
lanes that it accommodates larger cars with ease. The southbound side of it is
almost straight though, and doesn’t seem to slow drivers much. 

The roundabout at Avenue 64 and Burleigh Drive in Pasadena. Credit: Chris Greenspon/SBLA

It does have a number of thoughtful features though: curb extensions, high
visibility crosswalks (still being painted last week), rainwater capture elements.
There is also hardscaping around the center planter for service trucks, as well as
around the adjacent driveways to allow safe coming and going for residents.

The project was selected over “public concerns that Avenue 64 is being used as a
cut-through route from neighboring cities, resulting in speed-related collisions
and poor pedestrian safety,” and particular issues with “vehicles using the two-
way left-turn lane as a passing lane.”

“Avenue 64 and that particular [forked] intersection was very weird and big and
open, so it's much better with a roundabout there,” says Bogart.

Fresh paint on the Avenue 64 roundabout in Pasadena. Courtesy of the Pasadena Complete Streets Coaltion and Pilar
Reynaldo.

In the past, some residents in the city haven’t responded well to roundabouts,
Bogart recalls. A pair of roundabouts on Glenarm Street (at Los Robles Avenue
and at El Molino Avenue) were both saddled with unnecessary stop signs due to
a lawsuit from several neighborhood associations, according to the city’s
website.

Bogart laments, “I guess they were convinced that these roundabouts were
gonna cause people to avoid El Molino and Los Robles [... and] it was going to
discourage people from using those two streets, and so they were going to cut
through their neighborhood streets instead. And so they Wled a lawsuit, and in the
end, the compromise was that they had to put in stop signs at those two
intersections.”

Additionally, left turns through the neighborhood from Glenarm were physically
blocked off as part of the lawsuit. So was it worth putting in the roundabouts at
all?

The city’s data says, yes. “Indications are that after an initial uptick following
installation, crashes are holding at levels that are lower than the pre-installation
condition.”

Those Glenarm roundabouts have been in place since the late 90’s. If Pasadena’s
own metrics aren’t enough to convince readers, here’s some more corroboration.
Study after study Wnds that roundabouts reduce collisions.

That’s why Bogart says Pasadena needs them, and he’s heartened by the two
newest additions.

“We don't have a good track record in Pasadena when it comes to traEc
collisions, particularly in relation to pedestrians and bicyclists,” he remarks.
“We're highly ranked by the California OEce of TraEc Safety. We're generally in
the top 10 of similar sized cities for pedestrian and bicyclist injuries and
fatalities. So something needs to be done, and this is a cost effective way to do it,
and a way that can actually be very attractive if the city makes it so.”

Completion for the Avenue 64 roundabout is anticipated by the end of July.

Streetsblog’s San Gabriel Valley coverage is supported by Foothill Transit,
offering car-free travel throughout the San Gabriel Valley with connections to the
Gold Line Stations across the Foothills and Commuter Express lines traveling into
the heart of downtown L.A. To plan your trip, visit Foothill Transit. “Foothill
Transit. Going Good Places.”Sign-up for our SGV Connect Newsletter, coming to
your inbox on Fridays!
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The shorter crosswalks reduce the time that pedestrians are in tra!c lanes thereby reducing
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for pedestrians to cross. More curb extensions should be discussed during community
outreach whenever an intersection is rebuilt. I do not think that many of the general public
are knowledgeable of the bene"ts of curb extensions so more information on them is
needed.
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