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CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION  
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

 
Council Chamber 

1424 Mission Street, South Pasadena, CA 91030 
 

April 27, 2021, at 6:59 p.m. 
 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS WILL NOT BE OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC 

 
 

 
NOTICE ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION & ACCESSIBILITY 

  
Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 
2020, the special meeting of the Natural Resources and Environmental Commission for 
February 23, 2021 will be conducted remotely and held by Zoom video conference.  
 
Please be advised that pursuant to the Executive Order, and to ensure the health and safety of 
the public by limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, the Council 
Chambers will not be open for the meeting.  Commissioners will be participating remotely and 
will not be physically present in the Council Chambers. 
 
To maximize public safety while still maintaining transparency and public access, members of 
the public can observe the meeting via Zoom in one of the three methods below.  
 

Natural Resources and Environmental Commission  
Zoom Meeting Information  
Webinar ID: 992 8222 4630 

 
 

1. Go to the Zoom website, https://zoom.us/join and enter the Zoom Meeting information 
accordingly; or  
2. Click on the following unique Zoom meeting link: 
https://zoom.us/j/99282224630; or  
3. You may listen to the meeting by calling: +1-669-900-6833 and entering the Zoom Meeting 
ID and Passcode when prompted to do so.  
 
For additional Zoom assistance with telephone audio, you may find your local number at:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcqijC6iQx    
 

https://zoom.us/j/99282224630
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcqijC6iQx
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IMPORTANT NOTE: Members of the public may access the meeting to observe the meeting’s 
proceedings; however, at this time, there is no live, real-time participation by members of the 
public. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
If you would like to comment on an agenda item, members of the public may submit their 
comments in writing for consideration, by emailing comments or questions to: 
nrecpubliccomment@southpasadenaca.gov. Public Comments must be received by 12:00 
p.m., April 27, 2021 to ensure adequate time to compile and post.  Public Comment portion of 
the email is limited to 250 words.  Please make sure to indicate: 1) your name; 2) what agenda 
item you are submitting public comment on, or if it is a general public comment; and/or 3) 
clearly state if you wish for your comment to be read during the meeting.  
 

 
 

South Pasadena Natural Resources and Environmental Statement of Civility 
 

As your appointed governing board we will treat each other, members of the public, and city 
employees with patience, civility and courtesy as a model of the same behavior we wish to 
reflect in South Pasadena for the conduct of all city business and community participation. 

The decisions made tonight will be for the benefit of the South Pasadena community and not 
for personal gain. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   Amy Davis Jones 
 
ROLL CALL: Commissioners Rona Bortz, Michelle Hammond, Casey 

Law, William J. Kelly, Michael Siegel; Vice Chair Madeline 
C. Di Giorgi; Chair Amy Davis Jones. 

 
COUNCIL LIAISON: Mayor Pro Tem Michael A. Cacciotti 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Anteneh Tesfaye, Acting-Deputy Public Works Director 
 Garrett Crawford, Acting-Deputy Public Works Director 
 Arpy Kasparian, Water Conservation & Sustainability 

Analyst 
 Reyna Salazar-Martin, Public Works Management Assistant 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Amy Davis Jones 
 
  
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS 
 
The Natural Resources and Environmental Commission (NREC) welcomes public input. Members 
of the public may address the NREC by emailing: nrecpubliccomment@southpasadenaca.gov. 
Public Comments must be received by 12 p.m., April 27, 2021 to ensure adequate time to compile 
and post. Public Comment portion of the email is limited to 250 words. Please make sure to 

mailto:nrecpubliccomment@southpasadenaca.gov
mailto:nrecpubliccomment@southpasadenaca.gov
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indicate: 1) your name; 2) what agenda item you are submitting public comment on or if it is a 
general public comment; and 3) if you request for your public comment to be read at the meeting.    
 
Pursuant to state law, the NREC may not discuss or take action on issues not on the meeting agenda, 
except that members of the NREC or staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions 
posed by persons exercising public testimony rights (Government Code Section 54954.2). Staff 
may be asked to follow up on such items. 
 
Note: Public input will also be read during all agenda items.  
 

 
1. Public Comment 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
2. Proposed Removal of 3 Non-Native Trees at 23 Short Way 

 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends that the Natural Resources and Environmental Commission recommend 
approval to the Planning Commission for the removal of 3 non-native trees at 23 Short Way, 
subject to the proposed conditions of approval. 
 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 
3. City Council Liaison Communications 

 
4. Commissioner Communications   

 
5. Staff Liaison Communications 

 
6. Upcoming Events 
 

• FREE Household Hazardous and E-Waste Collection Event – May 29 (San 
Gabriel) 

• LA County Smart Gardening Webinars – Various dates 
(https://www.ladpw.org/epd/sg/webinars.cfm) 

• MWD Turf Removal + CA Native Landscape Webinars – Various dates 
(https://greengardensgroup.com/turf-transformation/) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ladpw.org/epd/sg/webinars.cfm
https://greengardensgroup.com/turf-transformation/
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ADJOURNMENT 

 
FUTURE NREC MEETINGS 

May 25, 2021 
June 22, 2021 

 

Virtual Zoom 
Virtual Zoom 

 

7:00pm 
7:00pm 

 
PUBLIC ACCESS TO AGENDA DOCUMENTS AND BROADCASTING OF MEETINGS 
Prior to meetings, agenda related documents and complete agenda packets are available for public 
inspection online at https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/government/boards-commissions/natural-
resources-environmental-commission.  
 
 

  
ACCOMMODATIONS 

 The City of South Pasadena wishes to make all of its public meetings accessible to the 
public. Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. If special assistance is 
needed to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk's Division at (626) 403-7230. 
Upon request, this agenda will be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons 
with disabilities. Hearing assistive devices are available in the Council Chamber. Notification 
at least 48 hours prior to the meeting will assist staff in assuring that reasonable arrangements 
can be made to provide accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title II). 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that I posted this notice of agenda on the bulletin board in 
the courtyard of City Hall at 1414 Mission Street, South Pasadena, CA 91030, and on the City’s 
website as required by law.  
 

     
 Date  Arpy Kasparian 

Water Conservation and Sustainability Analyst 
 

 

https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/government/boards-commissions/natural-resources-environmental-commission
https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/government/boards-commissions/natural-resources-environmental-commission


ITEM 2 

Tree Removal Hearing: 23 Short Way 



  

Natural Resources & 

Environmental Commission 

Agenda Report 
 

 

 

ITEM NO. ____ 

DATE:  April 27, 2021 

 

FROM:  Garrett Crawford, Acting Deputy Public Works Director 

    

SUBJECT: Proposed Removal of three Non-Native Trees at 23 Short Way 

 

Recommendation  

Staff recommends that the Natural Resources and Environmental Commission recommend 

approval to the Planning Commission for the removal of three non-native trees at 23 Short Way, 

subject to the proposed conditions of approval. 

 

Background 

The applicant has a proposed development project consisting of the demolition of an existing 

house with an attached garage and constructs a new, two-story dwelling of 2,900 square feet and 

a separate Accessory Dwelling Unit of 1,026 square feet over a subterranean garage on a land of 

11,243 square feet in the area involving two-parcel merger. 

 

Discussion/Analysis 

Project Description  

On March 10, 2021, the applicant submitted a Private Property Tree Removal application to 

remove three non-native trees from 23 Short Way. The Tree Removal application lists the 

removal of three non-native trees in good condition. Therefore this, tree removal permit is being 

referred to the Natural Resources and Environmental Commission (NREC) per South Pasadena 

Municipal Code (SPMC) Section 34.10(c)(1). Due to the scope of the proposed development 

project, the following trees are proposed for removal. (Attachment 1) 

 

Project Analysis 

The applicant has submitted a tree removal permit application, design narrative, and site plans as 

Attachment 1.  The City Arborist has inspected the trees and agrees with the trees' health 

condition; however, the arborist denied the proposal removals without the site plan. The City 

Arborist would approve the tree removals once they receive approved plans. Per SPMC Section 

34.12-5 (b), a quantity of seven replacement trees are required to mitigate the tree removals 

associated with the proposed development (Attachment 1). 

 

SPMC Section 34.12-5(b).  Table 2 below includes the species, size, and quantity of each 

proposed tree.    
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Table 2: Proposed Trees for Replacement  

 

Tree 

Code 

Species Native Size Quantity 

1 Lavender Trumpet No 36” 6 

  

Total Number of New Trees to Be Planted on Site Following Construction: 6 
 

The applicant is proposing to plant six 36" box trees on the subject property, which doesn't meet 

the requirement set forth in set forth in SPMC Section 34.12-5 (1). The applicant will forfeit a 

portion of the tree deposit for the one remaining tree replacement. 

 

The NREC shall review the proposed Conditions of Approval and provide comments that will be 

forwarded to the Planning Review Authority, which is the Planning Commission for this Project.  

The proposed tree removals will be included in the Planning Divisions public notice, which 

meets the noticing requirements of SPMC 34.10 (a) (2). Staff has reviewed the proposed Project 

application and proposes the following tree related conditions of approval: 

 
PW1) Show all existing and proposed trees (including parkway trees), including size and 

species, and indicate their disposition.  The applicant shall show methods of protecting existing 

onsite and on the parkway trees during construction on the plans.  The applicant shall submit an 

arborist report for all trees (including parkway trees) at project completion to the City, 

demonstrating that all protection methods were followed, and document the tree disposition 

after construction. 

 

PW2) Tree removals associated with development shall only be conditionally approved subject 

to the applicant receiving their development building permit, paying all fees associated with the 

tree removal as established by resolution of the city council, and paying a deposit in the amount 

of $2,345 for the seven replacement trees. Upon the planning review authority's approval of the 

development application and satisfaction of all conditions of approval and payment of all 

required fees, the applicant shall be issued a tree removal permit. 

 

PW3) Replacement trees shall be planted per SPMC section 34.12-5 (b). The applicant is 

required to plant seven replacement trees based on the trees proposed for removal. The 

replacement trees shall be inspected by the South Pasadena Public Works Department before 

being planted. 

 

PW4) Upon the applicant's proof to the city's satisfaction that the applicant has complied with 

the approved tree replacement plan, the city shall reimburse the applicant's replacement tree 

deposit. Should the applicant fail to plant any replacement trees in accordance with the approved 

replacement tree plan, the city shall retain the amount of the replacement tree deposit necessary 

to cover the cost to plant any required replacement trees in alternative locations within the city 

(public right-of-way, park, etc.), as permitted by SPMC chapter 34. 

 

PW5) No trees shall be removed from the site until Tree Removal Permits are issued.   
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Legal Review 

The City Attorney has not been asked to review this item. 

 

Fiscal Impact 

The applicant has paid the initial tree removal inspection fee and will be required to pay any 

permit fees for the project.  The applicant will also be required to deposit $2,345 for the seven 

replacement trees required as part of this Project. 
 

Environmental Analysis 

This item is exempt from any California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) analysis. 
 

Public Notification of Agenda Item 

The public was made aware that this item was to be considered this evening by virtue of its 

inclusion on the legally publicly noticed agenda, posting of the same agenda, and reports on the 

City's website and/or notice in the South Pasadena Review and/or the Pasadena Star-News.  
 

Attachments 

1. Application Package (including Design Narrative and Permit Application) 
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