
CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
1424 MISSION STREET, SOUTH PASADENA, CA 91030 

South Pasadena Natural Resources and Environmental Commission  
Statement of Civility 

As your appointed governing board, we will treat each other, members of the public, and city 
employees with patience, civility and courtesy as a model of the same behavior we wish to 
reflect in South Pasadena for the conduct of all city business and community participation. 

The decisions made today will be for the benefit of the South Pasadena community and not 
for personal gain. 

NOTICE ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION & ACCESSIBILITY 
The South Pasadena Natural Resources and Environmental Commission Meeting will be 
conducted in-person from the Council Chambers, Amedee O. “Dick” Richards, Jr., located at 
1424 Mission Street, South Pasadena.  

The Meeting will be available: 

 In Person: City Council Chambers, 1424 Mission Street

 Via Zoom: Webinar ID: 889 0298 4203
Passcode: 844464 

To maximize public safety while still maintaining transparency and public access, members of 
the public can observe the meeting via Zoom in one of the three methods below. 

1. Go to the Zoom website, https://zoom.us/join and enter the Zoom Meeting information; or
2. Click on the following unique Zoom meeting link:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88902984203?pwd=STVmdVlhMmEzZFZzRXBOL1dDMWZRZz09; or
3. You may listen to the meeting by calling: +1-669-900-6833 and entering the Zoom

Meeting ID and Passcode when prompted to do so.
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CALL TO ORDER   Chair Casey Law 

 

ROLL CALL Chair Casey Law 

 Vice-Chair Michelle Hammond 

 Commissioner Rona Bortz 

 Commissioner Ella Hushagen 

 Commissioner Amy Davis Jones 

 Commissioner Michael Siegel 

 Commissioner Richard Tom  

 

COUNCIL LIAISON:  Councilmember Michael A Cacciotti 

 

STAFF PRESENT: Ted Gerber, Public Works Director  

 Arpy Kasparian, Environmental Services & Sustainability 

Manager  

 Melanis Stepanian, Water Conservation & Sustainability 

Intern 

Domenica Megerdichian, Deputy City Manager 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Chair Casey Law 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT GUIDELINES (Public Comments are limited to 3 minutes) 
The City welcomes public input. If you would like to comment on non-agenda items and an agenda item, 

members of the public may participate by means of one of the following options: 

 

Option 1: 

Participants will be able to “raise their hand” using the Zoom icon during the meeting, and they will have their 

microphone un-muted during comment portions of the agenda to speak for up to 3 minutes per item.  

 

Option 2: 

Email public comment(s) to nrecpubliccomment@southpasadenaca.gov.   

Public Comments received in writing will not be read aloud at the meeting, but will be part of the meeting record. 

Written public comments will be uploaded online for public viewing under Additional Documents and available at 

the City Clerk’s Counter for viewing. There is no word limit on emailed Public Comment(s).  Please make sure to 

indicate:  

1) Agenda item you are submitting public comment on.  

2) Submit by no later than 12:00p.m., March 28, 2023 

 
NOTE:  Pursuant to State law, the Commission may not discuss or take action on issues not on the meeting agenda, except 

that members of the Commission or staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed by persons exercising 

public testimony rights (Government Code Section 54954.2). Staff may be asked to follow up on such items. 

 

 

1. Public Comment  
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PRESENTATIONS:  

2. Updates from City Manager’s Office – Domenica Megerdichian, Deputy City Manager 

3. Efficient San Gabriel Valley – Johanna Read, SGV COG  

4. Building Electrification Policy Updates - Michael Rochmes, Climate Reality  

PUBLIC HEARING:  

5. Tree Hearing – 702 Fremont Ave.  

Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the Natural Resources and Environmental Commission approve the 
removal of selected trees at 702 Fremont Avenue. 
 

ACTION ITEMS: 

 
6. Approval of Minutes of December 5, 2022 NREC Special Meeting 
 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Commission review and approve the December 5, 2022, Special 
Meeting Minutes. 

 
7. Approval of Minutes of January 24, 2023 NREC Meeting 
 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Commission review and approve the January 24, 2023, Meeting 
Minutes. 

 
8. Selection of Officers 

 
 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
9. City Council Liaison Communications 

 
10. Commissioner Communications 

 
11. Staff Liaison Communications 
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12. Upcoming Events 
 

 FREE Electric Leaf Blower Demonstration and Raffle: Thursday, April 6, 9am-1pm, 
Garfield Park 
(https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/10223/716?
curm=4&cury=2023) 

 Spring Bulky Item Pick-Up: Saturday, April 15, 7am-1pm, Arroyo Drive 
(https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/10217/716?
curm=4&cury=2023) 

 Arroyo Seco Water Reuse Project – Community Open House: Thursday, April 27, 
6pm-8pm, South Pasadena Library Community Room 

 Spring Compost & Mulch Giveaway: Saturday, April 22, 9am-1pm, Arroyo Golf 
Course Parking Lot 
(https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/10219/716?
curm=4&cury=2023) 

 LA County Smart Gardening Webinars- Various dates 
(https://www.ladpw.org/epd/sg/webinars.cfm)  

 MWD Turf Removal + CA Native Landscape Webinars- Various dates 
(https://greengardensgroup.com/turf-transformation/)  
 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

PUBLIC ACCESS TO AGENDA DOCUMENTS 
The complete agenda packet may be viewed on the City’s website, www.southpasadenca.gov. 
Meeting recordings will be available for public viewing after the meeting. Recordings will be 
uploaded to the City’s YouTube Channel no later than the next business day after the meeting.   
The City’s YouTube Channel may be accessed at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnR169ohzi1AIewD_6sfwDA/featured 
 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

 The City of South Pasadena wishes to make all of its public meetings accessible to the public. If 
special assistance is needed to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk's Division at 
(626) 403-7230 or CityClerk@southpasadenaca.gov. Upon request, this agenda will be made available 
in appropriate alternative formats to persons with disabilities. Notification at least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting will assist staff in assuring that reasonable arrangements can be made to provide accessibility 
to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title II). 

 

CERTIFICATION OF POSTING 
I declare under penalty of perjury that I posted this notice of agenda for the meeting to be held on March 
28, 2023, on the bulletin board in the courtyard of City Hall at 1414 Mission Street, South Pasadena, CA 
91030, and on the City’s, website as required by law, on the date listed below. 
 
3/23/2023                               

Date  Arpy Kasparian, Environmental Services & Sustainability Manager 
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Tree Hearing – 702 Fremont Ave. 
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Natural Resources & 

Environmental Commission 

Agenda Report 

ITEM NO. ____ 

DATE: March 28, 2023 

FROM: H. Ted Gerber, Public Works Director

SUBJECT: Proposed Removal of Trees at 702 Fremont Avenue 

Recommendation  

It is recommended that the Natural Resources and Environmental Commission approve the 

removal of ten non-native trees and one mature native oak tree at 702 Fremont Avenue. 

Background 

On December 12, 2022, the applicant submitted a private property tree removal/replacement 

permit application. (Attachment 1). Through the application process and visits to the site with 

City staff, the applicant identified eleven trees for removal, including one significant non-native 

tree, nine non-significant non-native trees, and one mature oak tree.  Initially the submitted 

application included fewer trees, however the applicant identified additional trees while 

reviewing the site with staff.  All eleven trees are identified in the application inventory and 

arborist report.  Staff recommended approval of all eleven trees.  A draft replacement plan is 

included in the attached documents. A public notice was mailed to owners and tenants within a 

100-foot radius of the subject property to receive comments and the City received one objection

during the notification period.

Discussion/Analysis 

Per SPMC 34.9(a)(6), staff requested an arborist report to identify the condition of all trees on 

the property. An arborist report was received on January 30, and is included as Attachment 2.   

Tree removals associated with development shall only be conditionally approved subject to the 

applicant receiving their development building permit, paying all fees associated with the tree 

removal as established by resolution of the city council, and paying a deposit in the amount of 

$2,345 for the seven (7) replacement trees. Upon the planning review authority’s approval of the 

development application and satisfaction of all conditions of approval, and payment of all 

required fees, the applicant shall be issued a tree removal permit, SPMC 34.10(5). 

Fiscal Impact 

The applicant has paid the initial tree removal inspection fee of $134.00 and will be required to 

pay any permit fees for the permit.  

Attachments 

1. Tree Removal Application

2. Arborist Report and Supporting Documents

3. Received Letter
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  Attachment 1 

Tree Removal Application 
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  Attachment 2 

Arborist Report and Supporting Documentation 
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March 23, 2023 
 
 
Department of Public Works 
City of South Pasadena 
1414 Mission Street 
South Pasadena, CA 91030 
 
 
SUBJECT: Agreement to Terms Regarding Tree Removal Application for 702 Fremont St. 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
This letter serves as a statement of agreement to terms for tree removal as found in the South Pasadena 
Municipal Code, that the owners were directed to by South Pasadena Department of Public Works in a 
meeting on March 15, 2023. 
 
The licensed arborist for the project at 702 Fremont St. has indicated (see “Report on Existing Tree Stock” 
by The Urban Lumberjack), a total of eleven (11) trees are proposed for removal. Of these, six (6) are “Dead, 
toppled, decayed or structure-challenging trees” which require removal. The remaining five (5) trees, two of 
which are unplanned volunteer trees that took root over years of property neglect by previous owners, have 
been deemed as healthy - however their current location prevent further by-right development of the parcel, 
namely in the form of an Accessory Dwelling Unit. Our team did try to retain more trees, namely the oak 
facing Magnolia St., however their placements within the site made any realistic development impossible. 
 
The owners are devoted to transforming the property for the betterment of the neighborhood, and propose 
to follow the requirements for tree removal as set forth by the city of South Pasadena. As an affirmation of 
their devotion to the neighborhood and restoration of the site, they propose to plant a combination of seven 
(7) ‘native’ and ‘drought tolerant’ trees on and abutting the parcel (see Proposed Site Plan) upon the 
approval of Public Works. Further, the proposed two (2) new oak trees will be of a 36” box size, whereas a 
24” box for replacement trees is standard. They also agree to pay any agreed upon fee for the remainder of 
required replacement trees, to be planted by the city of South Pasadena at a location of their choosing. 
 
However, the owners also request relief from the total number of tree replacements per code, given the 
condition of those trees which are toppled, dead or in dire condition, as listed in the arborist’s report, 
especially given the fact that the site was neglected for so long before they acquired it. It should also be 
noted that of the eleven (11) trees proposed for removal, ten (10) are neither designated as ‘native’ nor 
‘drought tolerant’. 
 
Thank you for you time and attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chris Warren, AIA, Lic. C34026 

Architect and Representative to Owners Kyle Ahn and Pil Rai Ahn 
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EXISTING PARKWAY TREE

EXISTING TREE ON-SITE

PROPOSED NEW TREE

DROUGHT-TOLERANT
24" BOX
'FRUITLESS OLIVE'

DROUGHT-TOLERANT
24" BOX
'CALIFORNIA PEPPER'

DROUGHT-TOLERANT
24" BOX
'CALIFORNIA PEPPER'

2X NATIVE 24" BOX
'DESERT WILLOW'

NATIVE 36" BOX
'INTERIOR LIVE OAK'
PROPOSED IN PARKWAY

NATIVE 36" BOX
'INTERIOR LIVE OAK'
PROPOSED IN PARKWAY

SHADING / PRIVACY
HEDGE, TBD
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  Attachment 3 

Received Letter  
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ITEM 6 

Approval of Minutes – Special Meeting of December 5, 2022 
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CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION – SPECIAL MEETING 

MINUTES – December 5, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Present at the time of roll call were: Chair Law, Vice 
Chair Hammond, Commissioner Ella Hushagen, Commissioner Rona Bortz Commissioner, Michael 
Siegel, and Commissioner Richard Tom. Commissioner Amy Davis Jones had an excused absence. 
Staff present: Ted Gerber: Public Works Director, and Melanis Stepanian: Water Conservation and 
Sustainability Intern. City Council Liaison Councilmember Michael Cacciotti was absent.  
 

1) General Public Comment 
No general public comment.  

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
2) Continued Tree Hearing- 1865 Hanscom Drive  

Ted Gerber, Public Works Director, shared a brief background of the Tree Hearing for 1865 Hanscom 
Drive from the October 25 NREC Meeting. He also spoke about the site visits that were set up for the 
Commissioners to attend. During these site visits, Commissioners were required to attend in groups 
of 3 or fewer in order to be in accordance with the Brown Act. Site visits were also open to the 
community members to attend.  
 
Commissioners who were able to attend the site visit shared their observations with the 
Commission Members and the public. Commissioner Hushagen questioned the independent 
arborist’s qualifications and licenses. Commissioner Tom expressed how important having a 
development plan is for this project. Chair Law asked a few questions regarding the Municipal Code.  
 
After the public comment section, Commissioners asked Ted Gerber, Public Works Director, 
clarifying questions regarding the Municipal Code before making a motion.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There were 6 written public comments, included in the additional documents, and 7 in-person 
public comments referring to the 1865 Hanscom Drive agenda item. In-person comments are 
summarized below.  
 
-Wendy Ryan, speaking on behalf of herself and many neighbors, who are in opposition to removing 
the trees without extensive research on the tree’s health.  
-Angelo Gladding discussed his concern with the City processes for tree removal on a property 
without development plans.  
-Charles Imbus, the property owner, shared his opinion regarding the trees’ health and a recap of 
the walkthrough with the City arborist accompanying his own arborist.  
-Laura Gladding shared her concerns about the “tree replacement” requirements in the City of 
South Pasadena which does not require trees to be replaced on the property they are removed 
from.  
-A resident living in a nearby community shared her experience with mudslides she believes are 
caused by tree removal. If a tree has a disease, it is understandable to remove the tree.  
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-Another resident shared how important tree roots are for hillside communities because they 
provide structure.  
-Adrian Imbus, who will be moving into the proposed development, says that the trees on the 
property are dead or dying and the stumps will be left behind for structural purposes.  
 
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER TOM, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER HAMMOND, MOTION CARRIED 6-0, 
RECOMMENDING STAFF TO WORK WITH THE APPLICANT TO SUBMIT A TREE REPLACEMENT PLAN 
IDENTIFYING THE APPLICANT’S INTENTION WITH CITY REPLACEMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 4 
TREES. THIS PLAN WILL BE REVIEWED AND DISCUSSED AT A FUTURE NREC MEETING BEFORE 
APPROVING THE TREE REMOVAL APPLICATION FOR 1865 HANSCOM DRIVE.  
 

ACTION ITEMS: 
 
3) Approval of Minutes – Meeting of October 25, 2022 

 
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER TOM, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER SIEGEL, MOTION CARRIED 3-0, 
WITH 3 ABSTAINING, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE OCTOBER 25, 2022 NREC COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING.  

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
4) City Council Liaison Communications  

City Council Liaison, Mayor Michael Cacciotti, was absent from this meeting.   
 

5) Commissioner Communications  
Commissioners discussed the open appointment for the Recreation Lease Ad Hoc Committee 
member due to changes in NREC. An NREC Commission Member is to be appointed for the vacant 
position.  
 
Commissioner Hushagen shared the Active SGV program which allows interested parties to receive 
an electric bike at an affordable rate. 

 
6) Staff Liaison Communications 

Ted Gerber discussed updates regarding the study of The West Side Reservoir from the Public Works 
Commission Meeting.  Mobility and Transportation Commission hosted a public discussion about a 
large transportation project.  

 
Melanis Stepanian shared a few updates regarding events in the City. There will be an Electric Leaf 
Blower event on Wednesday, February 8th. Residents are encouraged to drop in anytime between 
8am-1pm. Refreshments will be provided.  

 
7) Upcoming Events 
 

• LA County Smart Gardening Webinars- Various dates 
(https://www.ladpw.org/epd/sg/webinars.cfm  )  

• MWD Turf Removal + CA Native Landscape Webinars- Various dates 
(https://greengardensgroup.com/turf-transformation/ ) 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
Chair Law adjourned the meeting at 8:49 p.m. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were adopted by the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Commission of the City of South Pasadena at a special meeting held on December 5, 
2022. 
 
________________________________ 
Casey Law, Chair  
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ITEM 7 

Approval of Minutes – Meeting of January 24, 2023 
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CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION – REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES – January 24, 2023 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. Present at the time of roll call were: Chair Casey Law, 
Commissioner Rona Bortz, Commissioner Amy Davis Jones, Commissioner Michael Siegel, and 
Commissioner Richard Tom. Commissioner Ella Hushagen and Councilmember Michael Cacciotti, 
City Council Liaison, arrived late to the meeting. Vice Chair Hammond had an excused absence. Staff 
present: Ted Gerber: Public Works Director, and Melanis Stepanian: Water Conservation and 
Sustainability Intern.  
 

1) General Public Comment 
There was one written public comment submitted.  
 
No other general public comments were received.  

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
2) Green Action Plan Update- Ted Gerber, Public Works Director  

Ted Gerber, Public Works Director, briefed the Commissioners with an update of the South 
Pasadena Green Action Plan. (South Pasadena Green Action Plan | South Pasadena, CA 
(southpasadenaca.gov)) The Green Action Plan consists of 5 goals: Work towards making South 
Pasadena a Plastic-Free City, Enhance Water Conservation Projects and Programs, Increase Organics 
Diversion from Landfill, Mitigate Impacts of the Urban Heat Island Effect, and Prepare for the 
Consideration of Future Sustainability Initiatives. He gave a detailed update on each goal and shared 
the progress that has been made for each “Move”.  
 
Commissioners periodically asked questions and provided suggestions throughout the presentation. 
Commissioner Bortz asked about Greywater System rebates that may be in place for the City. 
Commissioner Jones raised the question about permits with greywater systems and how to 
encourage residents to utilize this technology. Commissioner Siegel asked how successful the water 
conservation rebates have been in the City. Chair Law asked how often City law is revisited to 
comply with State mandate. 

 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
3) Appoint NREC Member for Recreation Lease Ad Hoc Committee  

 
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER JONES, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER TOM, MOTION CARRIED 6-0, TO 
APPOINT COMMISSIONER MICHAEL SIEGEL AS THE RECREATION LEASE AD HOC COMMITTEE 
MEMBER.   
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4) Approval of Minutes – Special Meeting of December 5, 2022 
 
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HUSHAGEN, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER SIEGEL, MOTION CARRIED 6-
0, TO DENY THE APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE DECEMBER 5, 2022 NREC COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING. THE MOTION UNDER ITEM 2: CONTINUED TREE HEARING-1865 HANSCOM DRIVE 
WILL BE REVISED AND REVIEWED DURING THE FEBRUARY COMISSION MEETING. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
5) City Council Liaison Communications  

Councilmember Cacciotti discussed the Gold Line Project. He spoke about the ban on gas-powered 
leaf blowers and thanked City Staff for their efforts with outreach. He briefly spoke of AB2766, an 
Assembly Bill set in place that is meant to reduce mobile source emissions.   
 

6) Commissioner Communications  
Commissioner Siegel congratulated Councilmember Cacciotti for becoming Vice Chair of the 
SCAQMD Governing Board. He also shared that a recent report published by the EPA disclosed that 
Particulate Matter (PM) is dangerous to human health. Commissioner Siegel then proposed City 
Staff to consider including active transportation efforts in the City’s Climate Action Plan’s 
transportation section.  

 
Chair Law shared State climate goals, as proposed by the California Air Resources Board (CARB), 
during the Mobility and Transportation Infrastructure Commission Meeting (MTIC). Chair Law also 
encouraged Commissioners to continue using alternative forms of transportation walking, biking, or 
using transit to attend NREC meetings.  

 
7) Staff Liaison Communications 

Ted Gerber, Public Works Director, discussed the feasibility of a “community toolbox” program 
suggestion and avenues the City can explore. When the Climate Action Plan (CAP) is revisited, active 
transportation will be considered. He shared updates from the Mobility and Transportation 
Infrastructure Commission (MTIC) Meeting.  
 
Melanis Stepanian, Water Conservation and Sustainability Intern, shared the upcoming Electric Leaf 
Blower Demonstration event with the Commission. She discussed that Earth Day is approaching and 
encouraged Commission Members and residents to brainstorm ideas for events.  

 
8) Upcoming Events 

• South Pasadena Community Garden and South Pasadena Beautiful Seed Swap & 
Plant Swap: Saturday January 28, 2023- 10am-12pm (southpasbeautiful.org)  

• Electric Leaf Blower Demonstration: Wednesday February 8, 2023- 8am-1pm  
(https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/LeafBlowers) 

• South Pasadena Beautiful Garden Tour and Plant Swap: Saturday, March 18, 2023- 
1-4pm (southpasbeautiful.org)  

• LA County Smart Gardening Webinars- Various dates  
(https://www.ladpw.org/epd/sg/webinars.cfm) 

• MWD Turf Removal + CA Native Landscape Webinars- Various dates  
(https://greengardensgroup.com/turf-transformation/) 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
Chair Casey Law adjourned the meeting at 8:32 p.m. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were adopted by the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Commission of the City of South Pasadena at a meeting held on January 24, 2023. 
 
________________________________ 
Casey Law, Chair  
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ITEM 11 

Upcoming Events 
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FREE
COMPOST &
MULCH 

Bring a sturdy container and shovel 

Limit 2 (two) 35 gallon containers per household

Bring proof of residence (ID or utility bill)

Compost (donated by Athens Services) is a mixture of decayed organic
material, including food waste, and is used for enriching soil. Athens

compost is certified organic under the USDA National Organic Program. 



Mulch (donated by West Coast Arborist) is chipped tree trimmings or bark
groundcover. It works as an insulator, maintaining the temperature of soil

and roots to reduce evaporation and the formation of weeds. 

Arroyo Golf Course Parking Lot
1055 Lohman Lane

Saturday, April 22, 2023 
9am-12pm 

For South Pasadena Residents ONLY

www.SouthPasadenaCA.gov/EnvironmentalPrograms

Celebrate Earth Day with 
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