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ITEM NO. 2 

DATE:  October 25, 2022 

 

FROM:  H. Ted Gerber, Public Works Director 

    

SUBJECT: Proposed Removal of 4 Significant trees at 1865 Hanscom Drive 

 

 

Recommendation  

It is recommended that the Natural Resources and Environmental Commission (NREC) approve 

the removal of four trees at 1865 Hanscom Drive. 

 

Background 

On May 18, 2022, the applicant submitted a private property tree removal/replacement permit 

application.  The application’s site tree inventory listed twenty-nine (29) trees, and the applicant 

requested removal of fourteen (14) of the 29 trees.  On August 8, 2022, the applicant submitted 

an amended application requesting removal of only four (4) of the original application’s 14 trees.  

The amended application is included as Attachment 1.  The amended application cited dangerous 

conditions related to the removal request for the four trees.  The amended application also 

included a Notice of Violation received in April 2022 from the City of South Pasadena Code 

Enforcement Officer referencing requirements to address landscaping and tree maintenance.  

 

Discussion/Analysis 

City staff visited the site to review the condition of the trees.  Per South Pasadena Municipal 

Code (SPMC) Section 34.10(b) for tree removal permit applications not associated with 

development, on August 8, 2022, a notice was sent to owners and tenants of property located 

within a 100-foot radius of the subject property to receive comments on the amended application.  

Comments were received through August 23, 2022, and are included as Attachment 2.  The 

comments were also included as an attachment to the August 23, 2022 NREC agenda packet 

submitted as public comment to that meeting. 

 

Per 34.9(a)(6), City staff requested the applicant to submit additional information from an  

arborist that provided details on the reasons/factors considered in the removal recommendation.  

An arborist report was received on October 10, and is included as Attachment 3. 

 

In accordance with SPMC Section 34.10(c), the decision of the tree removal is being referred to 

the Natural Resource and Environmental Commission with City staff’s recommendation, and a 

written notice of this public meeting was provided to the applicant and to any interested persons 

who commented on the application.  A tree removal permit may be conditioned upon the 

replacement or transplanting of the tree either on or off site, and such replacement or 

transplanting is subject to the provisions in the SPMC. 
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Fiscal Impact 

The applicant has paid the required tree removal inspection fee and will be required to pay any 

permit fees for the permit, as well as a deposit associated with any tree replacement 

requirements. 

 

Public Notification of Agenda Item 

The public was made aware that this item was to be considered this evening by virtue of its 

inclusion on the legally publicly noticed agenda, posting of the same agenda and reports on the 

City’s website.  
 

Attachments 

1. 1865 Hanscom Drive – Amended Tree Removal Permit Application 

2. 1865 Hanscom Drive – Comments from Nearby Owners and Tenants Regarding 

Amended Application 

3. 1865 Hanscom Drive – Arborist Report 
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CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

ENGINEERING DIVISION 

1414 Mission Street- South Pasadena - CA 91030 - 626-403-7240 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TREE REMOVAL/REPLACEMENT PERMIT APPLICATION 

Please submit site plan if more than three (3) trees are involved. 

Inspection Fee: $120 

Permit Fee: $308; 4 or more $428 
All fees are nomefundable 

Job Site: 

PERMITNO. 
----------

---------------------------------------

Property Owner's Name(S): ______________ Phone: _________ _ 

Address: 
---------------------------------------

Contractor's Name: 
--------------------------------

Address: Phone: 
----------------------- -------------

City Business License No: _____________________________ _ 

Development 

Trees 4" in diameter or greater are Mature Trees - Include all conditions warranting the removal 

Please Submit plan if more than three (3) trees are involved 

Tree(s) 
Diameter Type of Tree(s) Location of Tree Reason for Removal 

Office Use Only: 

Application Received:____ Tree Removal and Replacement Plan: __ Arborist Report: __ _ 

Project Narrative: __ _ Proposed Development Plan: __ _ Site Plan: ___ NREC Hearing Date: ___ _ 

Comment Period Begins: ___ Comment Period Ends: ___ _ Permit Ready: ____ _ 

Charles Imbus (818) 238-7266

26.3 Aleppo Pine #9

33.2 Italian Stone Pine #20

15.7 Chinese Elm #22

Poor, Determined by SCE as danger to power lines

Multi-trunk:
12.7, 20.3, 17,
17.2, 24.5

Coast Live Oak Very Poor, #23

1865 Hanscom Dr - Site safety, not related to proposed development

1865 Hanscom Dr, South Pasadena, CA 91030

Very Poor, danger to residence

danger to residence

Fair, Determined hazard by Code Enforcement,
exposed/unstable roots from failed retaining wall,
risk to public way and residence (attached Code Enf. pg#4)
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r., South Pasadena



Italian Stone Pine   20

Live Oak   23

Chinese Elm  22

Aleppo Pine    9

Cavity into base of tree 
compromises tree's structure
- Very Poor

Overhangs 
residence on steep 
hillside, health of 
tree risks damage to 
residence
-Very Poor

Root structure 
exposed, leaning  

with failure of 
retaining wall

- Fair
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PART 1 FROM: HANSCOM DRIVE RESIDENTS 

PART 2 FROM: WENDY RYAN 

PART 3 FROM: JANET SEDGWICK
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