
Wednesday, December2, 2020
MinutesoftheRegularMeetingoftheCityCouncil

CALLTOORDER

ARegularMeetingoftheSouthPasadenaCityCouncilwascalledtoorderbyMayorJoeon
Wednesday, December2, 2020, at7:33p.m., intheCouncilChamber, locatedat1424Mission
Street, SouthPasadena, California.  

ROLLCALL

Presentvia CouncilmembersCacciotti, RossiandSchneider; MayorProTemMahmud;  
Zoom:  andMayorJoe.  

Absent: None

CityStaff InterimCityManagerSeanJoyce (inattendanceviaZoom); CityAttorneyTeresa
Present: Highsmith (inattendanceviaZoom); andChiefCityClerkAyalawerepresentat
RollCall.  

PLEDGEOFALLEGIANCE

CouncilmemberRossiledtheflagsalute.  

MayorJoeproposedreorderingAgendaItemNos. 17-19priortotheStateoftheCitypresentation
andsuggestedItemNo. 2beheardconcurrentlywithItemNo. 5. Therewerenoobjections.  

ITEMSPULLEDFROMCONSENT

iefCityClerkAyalaconfirmedproposed
minuteswouldbeamendedtoincludehisnameasproposingtherefinanceof  ( page
19-2) forAgendaItemNo. 19.  

Nopubliccommentsprovided.  

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERSCHNEIDER, SECONDEDBYCOUNCILMEMBER
ROSSI, CARRIED5-0, toapproveConsentCalendarItemNos. 17-19withtheamendmenttoItem
No. 19.  
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17. MinutesoftheRegularCityCouncilMeetingonOctober7, 2020

CityCouncilapprovedtheminutes.  

18. MinutesoftheRegularCityCouncilMeetingonOctober21, 2020

CityCouncilapprovedtheminutes.  

19. MinutesoftheSpecialCityCouncilMeetingonOctober26, 2020

CityCouncilapprovedtheminuteswithanamendmentstatingCouncilmemberCacciottirequested
theproposaltorefi ( page19-2).  

STATEOFTHECITY / PRESENTATIONS

1.    

MayorJoeprovidedanoralpresentation, whichincludedavarietyofdisplayedphotos, which

Thepresentationalsotouchedonhousing, sustainabilityefforts, completionofmajor
constructionprojects, trafficissues, etc.  MayorJoeconcludedbythankinghisfellow
councilmembers, InterimCityManagerSeanJoyce, andInterimAssistantCityManagerElaine
Aguilar.  

Nopubliccommentsprovided.  

3.  FarewellandPresentationtoOutgoingCouncilmemberStephenE. Rossi

MayorJoestatedCouncilmemberRossiisbeingpresentedbymailwithaCityTileandplaque
incommemorationofhisservicetotheCity.  

CouncilmemberRossithankedstaffandCouncilmembersfortheirsupportoverthepastthree
months.  

CouncilmemberCacciottithankedCouncilmemberRossiandcommentedCouncilmember
Rossiwasinstrumentalduringthistransitionperiod.  

CouncilmemberSchneiderthankedCouncilmemberRossiforcomingonboardatsucha
challengingtimeandmakinggreatcontributions.  

MayorProTemMahmudalsocommendedCouncilmemberRossiandstatinghowhelpfulhis
financialbackgroundwasfortheCity. ShecreditedhimforhelpinggettheCityinbettershape
thaninitiallyanticipatedandgivingresidentsconfidenceinthecontinuationoftheUtility
UsersTax (UUT).  

Nopubliccommentprovided.  
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4.  FarewellandPresentationtoOutgoingCouncilmemberRichardD. Schneider, M.D.  

MayorJoestatedCouncilmemberSchneiderisbeingpresentedwithaCityTileandplaquein
commemorationofhis13yearsofservicetotheCity.  

CouncilmemberSchneiderthankedthevoterswhoelectedhimandstatedithasbeenaprivilege
andhonortoservetheCity. HethankedCitystafffortheirhelpovertheyears. Hethankedpast
andpresentCouncilmembersfortheircollegialityandabilitytoworktogethertohelptheCity
progressoverthepast13years.  

publiccommentphoneline:  

LaurieWheeler - ProvidedcommentsonbehalfoftheSouthPasadenaChamberof
CommercethankingCouncilmemberSchneiderforhismanyyearsofservicetothe
communityandspecificallyitsbusinessesandartscommunity.  

MayorProTemMahmudcommented ithasbeenapleasuretoworkwithCouncilmember
SchneiderandstatedheworkedharderthananyCouncilmembertoendanythreatenedfreeway
throughtheCity.  

CouncilmemberCacciottithankedCouncilmemberSchneider, recallingtheireffortsinsaving
ArroyoParkandopposingadevelopment. HepraisedCouncilmemberSchneiderforhis
commitmenttotheenvironment, trees, bicyclists, andpedestriansandstatedhowmuchhe
enjoyedworkingwithhim. HerecalledCouncilmemberSchneiderwasthedecidingvoteon
purchasingacleanairsewervehicleinsteadofadieselvehicleinadditiontohisfightagainst
Interstate710.  

MayorJoedescribedhisenjoymentworkingwithCouncilmemberSchneideratpublicmeetings
anddescribedhis10yearsworkingwithhimasapleasure.  

2.  PresentationtoOutgoingMayorRobertS. Joe

5.  FarewellandPresentationtoOutgoingCouncilmemberRobertS. Joe

MayorProTemMahmudheard thesetwoitemsconcurrently
request.  

MayorMahmudpraisedMayorJoeforhisnineyearsofserviceontheCityCouncil, stating
shecanthinkofveryfewCityeventshehasmissedinthattime. Shestatedtherewillbean
olivetreeplantedinhishonoroutsideoftheSeniorCenter, continuingatraditionsetby
CouncilmemberSchneiderwhenheservedasMayor. Shestatedthebenchherequestedwill
beplacedattheSeniorCenterthroughtheuseofhisDiscretionaryFundsandbenamedinhis
honor.  

MayorJoeexpressedhishumblenessandstatedhistimeontheCityCouncilhasbeena
rewardingexperienceinhislife. Hestatedhelearnedhowpublicserviceisabouthelpingothers
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andvowedtocontinuethis. HepraisedtheresidentswhocareabouttheCityandthe
relationshipshehasdevelopedwiththem.  

publiccommentphoneline:  

LaurieWheeler - ProvidedcommentsonbehalfoftheSouthPasadenaChamberof
CommercethankingMayorJoeforhismanyyearsofserviceandbeingatireless
advocateformanythingsinSouthPasadena, particularlyitsbusinesses.  

humor. HethankedMayorJoeforbeingagoodCouncilmemberandfriend.  

PasadenasubstantiallypredateshistimeontheCityCouncilrecallinghisfirstmeetingwith
MayorJoeataParksandRecreationCommissionmeetingin1998. HepraisedMayorJoefor
hisdedicationovermultipledecades. HestatedMayorJoeservedduringperhapsthemost

thankedhimforhiseffortsoverthepastyear.  

ELECTION

6.  AdoptionofResolutionNo. 7689DeclaringtheResultsfromtheNovember3, 2020,  
GeneralMunicipalElection

ChiefCityClerkAyalareportedBallotMeasureUpassedwith75% ofthevote. Sheadvised
thesuccessfulCityCouncilcandidates wereEvelynZneimer (District1), JackDonovan
District2), andJonPrimuth (District3).  

Nopubliccommentsprovided.  

MOTIONBYMAYORPROTEMMAHMUD, SECONDEDBYCOUNCILMEMBER
SCHNEIDER, CARRIED5-0, toadopt ResolutionNo. 7689, withexhibitsasprovidedin
additionaldocuments, recitingthefactoftheGeneralMunicipalElectionheldintheCityon
November3, 2020, declaringtheresults, andothermattersasprovidedbylaw.  

ADMINISTRATIONOFOATHOFOFFICE

7.  AdministrationofOathofOfficeandPresentationofCertificateofElectiontoEvelynG.  
Zneimer, electedasCityCouncilmember, CouncilDistrict1

ChiefCityClerkAyalaadministeredtheOathofOfficetoEvelynG. Zneimer.  

8.  AdministrationofOathofOfficeandPresentationofCertificateofElectiontoJack
Donovan, electedasCityCouncilmember, CouncilDistrict2

Mrs. JudithDonovanadministeredtheOathofOfficetoJackDonovan.  
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9.  AdministrationofOathofOfficeandPresentationofCertificateofElectiontoJon
Primuth, electedasCityCouncilmember, CouncilDistrict3

ChiefCityClerkAyalaadministeredtheOathofOfficetoJonPrimuth.  

MayorJoecongratulatedthenewCouncilmembersandurgedthemtotakecareoftheCity.  

Herecessedthemeetingat8:27p.m.  

MayorProTemMahmudresumedthemeetingat8:32p.m. ShewelcomedthenewCityCouncil
members.  

ELECTIONOFOFFICERS

10. ElectionofMayorandMayorProTemforthe2020-2021Term

ManagerJoycestatedthe
MayorservesatthepleasureoftheCityCouncil.  

CouncilmemberCacciottirequestedthatthenewlyelectedMayorrequestinputfromthe
Councilmembersmorefrequentlybeforesettingthemeetingagenda.  

MayorProTemMahmudopenedthefloorfornominationsforMayor.  

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERDONOVAN, SECONDEDBYCOUNCILMEMBER
CACCIOTTI, CARRIED4-1 (ZNEIMER), toelectDianaMahmudasMayor.  

MayorMahmudopenedthefloorfornominationsforMayorProTem.  

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERPRIMUTH, SECONDEDBYCOUNCILMEMBER
DONOVAN, CARRIED5-0, toelectMichaelA. CacciottiasMayorProTem.  

CityCouncilelectedDianaMahmudasMayor, andMichaelA. CacciottiasMayorProTem
forthe2020-2021Term.  

PUBLICCOMMENTANDSUGGESTIONS

11. PublicComments - General

ChiefCityClerkAyalaannouncedthenamesofthosewhosubmittedpubliccommentviae- 
mail (thesecommentswerenotread, butareaddedtotheofficialfinalrecordofthemeetingand

Documents):  
DavidMelford
SallyKilbyandRobinOrtega

Page5of11



publiccommentphoneline:  
MikeTen - ProvidedcommentsthankingCouncilmemberSchneiderandMayorJoefor
theirservice. HerequestedrepavingforGlendonWayandIndianaAvenue.  

DeanSerwin - ProvidedcommentsthankingtheoutgoingCouncilmembers,  
particularlyMayorJoewhoservedasDistrict1Councilrepresentative.  

MaryUrquhart - Providedcomments announcingaZoomcalltocelebratethe
accomplishmentsofCouncilmemberSchneiderandprovidedheremailtoreceivea
participationlink. ShestatedasimilarcallwillbearrangedforMayorJoe.  

COMMUNICATIONS

13. CouncilmembersCommunications

CouncilmemberDonovanexpressedhisexcitementtobeontheCityCouncil. Hethankedthe
residentsofDistrict2forentrustinghim, hissupporters, andhisfamily.  

CouncilmemberPrimuthrelayedhisexperiencesfromCouncilmemberOrientationand
meetingtheCitystaff. Heconveyed
allCitydepartmentswithclear, transparent, collaborativemanagementwhowillsupport
professionaldevelopment. HethankedthedepartingCouncilmembersfortheircontributions;  
hepraisedMayorMahmudandMayorProTemCacciottifortheskillsettheybringtotheCity
CouncilandleadershipfortheentireSouthernCaliforniaregion.  

CouncilmemberZneimerthankedthevotersinDistrict1fortheirsupportandthankedother
supporterswhoencouragedhertorunforCityCouncil.  Shealsothankedherchildrenfortheir
unwaveringloveandsupport.  CouncilmemberZneimerthankedJohnSrebalusandhis
volunteergroupsforfeedingthehomelessoverThanksgivingandcollectingdonationsfor
them. CouncilmemberZneimermotionedforCityAttorneyHighsmith performance
evaluationtobeplacedonthenextclosedsessionagenda. CouncilmemberDonovanseconded
themotion.  

MayorProTemCacciottithankedhisnewcolleaguescitingCouncilmemberDonovanforhis
priorworkwiththeParksandRecreationCommission, CouncilmemberZneimerforherpast

Education.  

MayorProTemCacciottialsodisplayedpicturesreportingonthefollowing: thenewart
installationsontheconcretesidewalkbarriers; ArroyoSecoStables; SanPasqualStables;  
volunteersdroppingoffsuppliestotheunhousedfromCareFirstSouthPasadenaandBlack
LivesMatterSouthPasadenaamongotherlocalbusinesses.  
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MayorMahmudremindedresidentsandbusinesseswhoneedmoretimetopaytheirelectric
utilitybills, thatthereisanextendedpaymentplanfrombothSouthernCaliforniaEdisonand
CleanPowerAlliance.  

MayorMahmudcommentedthattheSouthPasadenaCOVID-19numbershaveincreased
roughly30% inthepasttwoweeksandindicatedthatincreasedhospitalizationsmaycause
unduepressureonhospitalssoon. Sheurgedresidentstowearamaskandmaintainsocial
distancinginpublic. Shedidurgeresidents, shouldtheygooutside, topatronizeSouth
Pasadenalocalbusinesses.  

MayorMahmudnotedthepassingofbelovedformerCityTreasurerVicRobinette and
requestedthemeetingadjourninhismemory.  

PRESENTATIONS

12. SanGabrielValleyEnergyChampionAwards

AnaBordallo, ManagementAideattheSanGabrielValleyCouncilofGovernments
SGVCOG), presentedtheaward. SheexplainedabouttheEnergyWisePartnershipandadded

thatSouthPasadenabecameoneofthefirstSanGabrielValleycitiestoreachthehighestlevel,  
thegoldtier.  

Ms. BordallocommendedWaterConservationandSustainabilityAnalystArpyKasparian
whosemarketingcampaignhasservedasthegroundworkforseveralothercitieswithinthe
SanGabrielValley. ShestatedSouthPasadenahassetastandardforothercitiesinseveral
ways.  

MayorMahmudalsopraisedWaterConservationandSustainabilityAnalystKasparianforher
hardworkanddedication.  

COMMUNICATIONS

14. CityManagerCommunications

InterimCityManagerJoycereportedtheannualholidaytreelightingwillbeavirtualeventon
December3, 2020, at5:30p.m.  

InterimCityManagerJoycereportedtheEmergencyRentalAssistanceProgramwillprovide
residentswholostincomeduetothepandemicandwhomeetfederallow-incomerequirements
withaone-timegrantof $1,000. HeadvisedthatapplicationscanbesubmitteduntilDecember
9, 2020, andthusfar, therearefewerapplicantsthanexpected.  

InterimCityManagerJoycestatedtheSouthPasadenaPoliceDepartmentwillhaveits
customaryovernightholidayparkingexemptionfromDecember19, 2020untilJanuary5,  
2021. HeaddedtheSouthPasadenaFireDepartment, ABC7, ToysForTots, andtheSouthern

thCaliforniaFirefightersAssociationarecelebratingthe28SparkofLoveToyDrive.  
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15. ReorderingofandAdditionstotheAgenda

Nochangesweremade.  

CONSENTCALENDAR

CouncilmemberZneimerpulledItemNo. 16.  

MayorMahmudnotedItemNos. 17-19havebeenpreviouslyacteduponandthatAdditional
DocumentshavebeenprovidedforItemNos. 21and22.  

MayorProTemCacciottipulledItemNo. 22.  

Nopubliccommentwasprovided.  

MOTIONBYMAYORPROTEMCACCIOTTI, SECONDEDBYCOUNCILMEMBER
ZNEIMER, CARRIED5-0, toapproveConsentCalendarItemNo. 20andItemNo. 21to
includeamendmentsaspresentedintheadditionaldocuments.  

20. DiscretionaryFundRequestfromMayorMahmudintheAmountof $610foraTree
PlantingatWarMemorialLegionParkRecommendation

CityCouncilapprovedtheDiscretionaryFundrequestbyMayorMahmudtoallocate $610for
theplantingoftwotreesatWarMemorialtoreplacetreesdedicatedtoVietnamVeteransin
LegionPark. 

21. AuthorizetheContractAmendmentwithKOACorporationtoModifytheWorkScope
fortheProfessionalEngineeringDesignServicesforIntegratedCentralAdvancedTraffic
ManagementandControlSystemsforFairOaksAvenueTrafficSignalImprovement
ProjectinanAmountNot-to-Exceed $12,830foraTotalNot-to-ExceedContractAmount
of $37,730

CityCouncilauthorizedtheActingCityManagertoexecutethecontractamendmentwithKOA
Corporationmodifyingtheworkscopefortheprofessionalengineeringdesignservicesfor
IntegratedCentralAdvancedTrafficManagementandControlSystemsforFairOaksAvenue
TrafficSignalImprovementProject, inanamountnot-to-exceed $12,830, foratotalnot-to- 
exceedcontractamountof $37,730.  

ITEMSPULLEDFROMCONSENT

16. ApprovalofPrepaidWarrantsintheAmountof $47,020.83; GeneralCityWarrantsin
theAmountof $323,236.77; SupplementalACHPaymentsintheamountof $119,934.83. 
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CouncilmemberZneimerrequestedwarrantsforColantuono, Highsmith & Whatley (CHW),  
bepulledforfurtherdiscussioninclosedsession. Sheexpressedherapprovaloftheremaining
Warrants.  

warrantsareapprovedexceptforCHW.  

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERZNEIMER, SECONDEDBYCOUNCILMEMBER
PRIMUTH, CARRIED5-0, toapproveallWarrantsaspresentedwiththeexceptionofthose
for CHW.  

22. AuthorizetheSecondAmendmentwithLandCareExtendingtheAgreementforan
AdditionalTwo-YearTerm, for2020-21FiscalYearforLandscapeMaintenanceServices
TotalNot-to-ExceedAmountoftoexceed $310,447.68peryear, foratotalof $620,895.36

MayorProTemCacciottiacknowledgedthisneedstobeapprovedduetotimeconstraintsbut
requested, inthefuture, thisbesentbyInterimCityManagerJoycetotheParksandRecreation
Commissionforreview. Hestatedhisapprovalfortheconceptofhavingelectriclawncare
devicesandannouncedSouthPasadenaisthefirstmunicipalityintheUnitedStatestohaveits
parksfullymaintainedbyelectriclawnequipment.  

MayorProTemCacciottireiteratedhowelectriclawnequipmentisbecominglessexpensive
thangas-poweredlawnequipmentduetograntsfromtheSouthCoastAirQualityManagement
District (AQMD). HealsodirectedPublicWorksOperationsManagerCrawfordtolookinto
mowingparkstwiceaweekduringthewarmermonthsanddouble-checkotherdetailsofthe
servicesprovidedtotheCitybyLandCare.   

InterimCityManagerJoyceandPublicWorksOperationsManagerCrawfordrespondedto
Councilquestionsaccordinglyregarding: maintenanceoftheNaturePark;  additionalcarefor
theNatureParkcouldbeaddedtotheRequestForProposal (RFP) onthenewlandscaping
contract; thecontractbeingsubjecttorenewalintwoyears; contractterm; etc.  

MOTIONBYMAYORPROTEMCACCIOTTI, SECONDEDBYCOUNCILMEMBER
DONOVAN, CARRIED5-0, toapproveConsentCalendarItemNo. 22withamendmentsto
contracttotalsaspresentedintheadditionaldocumentsandauthorize theCityManagerto
executethesecondContractAmendmentwithLandCaretoextendtheAgreementfortwo
years, inanamountnot-to-exceed $310,447.68 peryear, foratotalof $620,895.36 for
LandscapeMaintenanceServices.  

ACTION/DISCUSSIONITEM

23. ApproveAttachedProposedSouthPasadenaRetailerPromotionalCampaignand
AppropriateFundsforSame

InterimCityManagerJoyceintroducedtheunsolicitedproposaltoimmediatelydrivepatronage
inholidayshopping, thusmakingiturgent. Duetoitsunanticipatednature, headdedapproval
wouldrequireanappropriationfromundesignatedreservesforfunding.  
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StevenLawrence, PrincipalofNexusplex, presentedtheproposalandprovidedabackground
ofhiscompany.  

ChiefCityClerkAyalaannouncedthenamesofthosewhosubmittedpubliccommentviae- 
mail (thesecommentswerenotread, butareaddedtotheofficialfinalrecordofthemeetingand

Josh
JohnVandercook
LaurieWheeler
EllenDaigle; DavidPlenn; ShelleyStephens; andKellyKidd

ChiefCityClerkAyalaplayedanaudiorecordingofthepublic
publiccommentphoneline:  

JoshAlbrektson Expressedconcernsovertheproposalanditsassociatedcosts.   
EncouragedtheCounciltoconsiderinputfromtheChamberofCommerce.  

ElizabethBagasao Expressedsupportfortheproposalandalllocalindependent
businesses.  ShecreditedMr. Lawrenceforaproposalsupporting allcommunity
businessesandnotjusthisown.  

ManuelLozano Expressed, thatasalocalbusinessowner, hesupportstheeffortssuch
astheproposalbyNexusplex.  

AndrewBerk - AsChairpersonoftheBoardofDirectors, hepledgedtheChamberof
anywaytosustainlocalbusinesses.  

DelilahCurrie Expressedsupportfortheproposalforthebenefitstolocalbusinesses
likehers.  

EllenDaigle - Providedcomments supportingtheproposalforthebenefitstolocal
businesseslikehers.  

ShellyStephens - Providedcommentssupportingtheproposalonbehalfofstruggling
localbusinesseslikehers. Sherequestedmorespecificsfromtheproposalsuchasfinite
goals, itemizedcosts, andaZoomsessionwithmerchants.  

LaurieWheeler - Providedcomments onbehalfoftheChamberofCommerce
requestingitinsteadreceivethefundstocontinueitsongoingmulti-facetedmarketing
campaignwhichincludesprintandonlineadvertising.  

Councilheldsignificantdiscussiononthisitemandhadquestionsregarding: waitinguntil
Januarytobegintheprogram; coordinationbetweenMr. LawrenceandtheChamberof
Commerce; timingoftheproposalbeingpresentedtoCouncil; potentialnegotiationofpricing;  
issuanceofurgentRFPs; theabilityofNexusplextoenacttheproposedplaninatimelymanner;  

emizedcostoftheproposal; etc.  
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InterimCityManagerJoyceandMr. LawrencerespondedtoCouncilquestionsandcomments
accordingly.  

CouncilmemberZneimerproposedmovingtheitemtothespringoncethereisdataonhowthe
COVID-19vaccinedistributioncouldimpactin-personshoppinghabits. MayorMahmudand
CouncilmemberPrimuthclarifiedtherewasamotioninplacetoputthisofftoameetingsoon
afterMr. LawrenceandtheChamberofCommercehadjointlydiscussedtheproposal. Mayor
ProTemCacciottiandCouncilmemberDonovanstatedtheiragreementwiththisandthesense
ofurgencyingeneralbutmorespecificallyinthenewyear. MayorMahmudnotedtherewill
likelybeseveralspecialmeetingsbeforemid-Januarywherethiscanbetakenupurgently
dependingonthespeedofdiscussionsbetweenMr. LawrenceandtheChamber.  

MayorProTemCacciottiproposedthepotentialofaCouncilmemberattendingthemeeting
betweenMr. LawrenceandtheChamber. CouncilmemberPrimuthvolunteeredtoattendsaid
meetingifnecessary.  MayorMahmudreiteratedshewouldliketoseemorespecificcost
informationwhenaproposalisreturnedtoCouncilandwhattheexpectedreturnstotheCity
wouldbe.  

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMEBRPRIMUTH, SECONDEDBYMAYORPROTEM
CACCIOTTI, CARRIED5-0, todirectNexusplextocollaboratewiththeChamberona
coordinatedproposal; and, haveanewproposalpresentedtoCouncilatafuturemeeting,  
possiblyinmid-January.  

ADJOURNMENT

MayorMahmudcommendedtheInterimCityManagerforbringingthisproposaltotheCouncil
outofasenseofurgency. ShecommendednewCouncilmembersontheirevaluationofthe
proposal.  

MayorMahmudannouncedthenextRegularCityCouncilmeetingonDecember16, 2020, at7:30
p.m.  

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness, at10:31p.m. MayorMahmudadjournedthemeetinginmemory
offormerCityTreasurerVicRobinette.  

MariaE. Ayala DianaMahmud
ChiefCityClerk Mayor

CityCouncilApproved: 03/03/2021

Page11of11


