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City of South Pasadena

inance Department

Memo

Date: September 7, 2022
To: The Honorable City Council

Via: Arminé Chaparyan, City Manager Hi47) WAL

From: Ken Louie, Interim Deputy City Manager - Finance
Re: Warrants Item 9 — LA County Fire Dept. Invoice #0365705

On page 9-52 regarding the payment to Los Angeles County Fire, the description should
read “Service Facility Yard..” instead of “Service Fasiding-Yard..”.
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City of South Pasadena

Finance Department

Memo

Date: September 7, 2022

To: The Honorable City Council

Via: Arminé Chaparyan, City Manager § ) W AT
From: Ken Louie, Deputy City Manager - Finance

Re: Warrants item 9 — Water Bonds Payment Description

On page 9-70, with regards to the payment to the vendor The Bank of New York Mellon
Trust Company, N.A., the description for the payment of principal on the Water Bonds is
misspelled. It should read:

“.....Refunding Bonds -
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City of South Pasadena

Management Services
epartment

Memo

Date: September 7, 2022

To: The Honorable City Council

Via: Arminé Chaparyan, City Manager « W Av
From: Mark Jimenez, Management Assistant

Re: Item 12 — Approval of 2023 City Council Meeting Schedule

This memo provides further adjustments to ltem 12:

Please see the revised 2023 City Council Meeting Schedule attached. In preparation
for the City's Spring Break schedule of events, the first meeting in April is proposed
to be cancelled. Staff will be ready to host a special meeting on Wednesday, April

12, 2023, should one be required. In the attachment, the updated information is
highlighted in red.
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CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA
REVISED 2023 CITY COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

February 1, 2UZ3 |

Fehniarv 158 2023 |

June 7, 2023 |

June 21 2023 |

August 2, 2023 CANU" "_LED Due to Council Directive trom
6/19/2013 City Council Meeting: No Council
Meeting the First Week of August

Arrnnsf 168 20923 \

uclober 4, 2UZ3 |

Ortoher 18 2023 I

December 6, 2023

December 20, 2023
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City of South Pasadena

Management Services
epartment

Memo

Date: September 7, 2022

To: The Honorable City Council

Via: Arminé Chaparyan, City Manager [, .. 1l W
From: Alma Medina, Senior Management Analyst

Re: ltem 13 — Resolution Authorizing Remote Teleconference Meetings of the
Legislative Bodies of the City

Please note corrections to ltem 13 Staff Report. All references of October 15, 2022, are
corrected to read "October 7, 2022."

Please note the following corrections to ltem 13 Attachment — City Council Resolution.

“A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALIFORNIA,
AUTHORIZING REMOTE TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS OF
THE LEGISLATIVE BODIES OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADEM#
FOR THE PERIOD OF SEPTEMBER 16, 2022 THROUGH OCTOBEF
2022, PURSUANT TO BROWN ACT PROVISIONS”

SECTION 4. Effective Date of Resolution. This Resolution gh~! #~lin ~Fnnt
immediataly upon its adoption and shall be effective until the earlier o
2022, or such time the City Council adopts a subsequent resuiuuun n
accoraance with Government Code section 54953(e)(3) to extend the time during
which the legislative bodies of the City of South Pasadena may continue to
teleconference without compliance with paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of section
54953.
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City of South Pasadena

iInance Department

Memo

Date: September 7, 2022
To: The Honorable City Council

Via: Arminé Chaparyan, City Manager DY/ W AT

From:  Ken Louie, Interim Deputy City Manager - Finance
Re: Policies and Procedures Item 19 — Update of Title

At the City Council meeting August 17, 2022, the City Council approved the
reclassification of the Accounting Manager position to the Deputy Finance
Director/Controller. This change and any related changes will observed in the final
version of the Policies and Procedures.
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Public Comment
September 7, 2022
ltem NoO. 2
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Yolanda Chavez

L o A —
From: Ris LN [

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 10:29 PM

To: City Council Public Comment

Subject: Peacock removal

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of South Pasadena. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi

| support removal of peacock. | live on diamond Street. we start seeing the peacocks coming to our
area this year. they are expanding their territory. As you know, they poo everywhere on our ground
or walkway.

Please help to remove them. thank you

[ris Lin

1
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Yolanda Chavez

From: Ann
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 9:11 AM
To: City Council Public Comment
Subject: Peafowls

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of South Pasadena. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

| believe a few peacocks would be ok, however there are way to many in our neighborhood of the
Altos de Monterey now. They are constantly causing traffic issues on Via del Rey and Camino Lindo,
especially to and from school. They disturb the school sessions with the loud noises, as well. Not to
mention the mess that they make. They are beautiful, but some need to be removed. | also have
noticed many new babies are running around , too:) Personally, | would not want to harm any of them
while driving and sometimes it is a close call :( Sincerely, Ann Marie Piersol

Sent from my iPhone
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Yolanda Chavez

From: Josh Albrektson

Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2022 5:50 PM

To: City Council Public Comment

Subject: Next city council meeting public comment

We should follow Los Angeles’ lead and not renew Mills Act tax breaks after ten years. The purpose of the Mills Act was
to help historic homes get repairs. If someone has a tax break that long it has outlived its use and it is just cost the city
money that is going to a rich homeowner.

Sent from my iPhone
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Yolanda Chavez

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Councilmemboers,

Chris Bray |

Friday, September 2, 2022 1:26 PM

City Council Public Comment

Edited General Public Comment, Sept. 7, 2022

maple between fair oaks and fremont jpeg; 300 block Oaklawn.jpeg; fletcher and
oak,jpeg

I'm astonished by the appalling quality of city streets, and by the absence of public discussion about the
decaying infrastructure of a city that we appear to have stopped maintaining. | again attach a couple of photos
of examples I've noticed recently, along with a greatest hit from my last album. Streets like this damage cars.
Functioning cities don't look like this. A functioning city council would notice.

The very capable and transparent city manager has offered to meet with me to discuss the quality of the
streets and the plan for fixing them. | appreciate that invitation, but | declined it. We need a public discussion
at a council meeting about a city government that has allowed infrastructure to decay. I'm baffled by the
silence of a community that sees its streets crumbling, but my impression at this late point is that The People
of the Lawn Sign™ are so busy trading symbols and hunting their Great Orange Whale that they no longer have
time to engage with physical reality. Nevertheless, reality exists, and our streets are shit.

Pictures follow.

Chris Bray
Grace Dr.
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Yolanda Chavez

From: Stephanie Stein
Sent: Saturday, September 3, 2022 9:01 PM

To: cCo

Subject: Email the Council

Hello,

I'm a homeowner here in South Pasadena, and | know that there is a plan to remove the peacocks. Is there a way we can
stop this plan? | don't believe many people support the idea - it seems to be a loud minority. Speaking with people and
following the issue on social media, one can see that there is a strong opposition to removing them.

Please advise on how we can stop this plan to remove these beautiful birds.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Stein

AD. - 16



Yolanda Chavez

From:

Sent: Sunday, September 4, 2022 1:47 PM
To: Ccco

Subject: Peafowl Ejection

Dear South Pasadena'’s City Council,

Greetings to the members of the city’s council. First off, | would like to introduce myself. My name is
I 2 c | am a freshman at South Pasadena Senior High School (if this is presented, please keep
my name anonymous). | am writing this to discuss what | think is a very important issue. As | was browsing
through our newspaper, the South Pasadenan, one article in particular really caught my attention. The title
read, “Letter to the Editor: Peafowl - Peacocks in South Pasadena Scheduled to be Ejected” (Bee Simpson,
South Pasadenan). This stunned me. As someone who lives on the hill where the peafowls reside, | see them

almost every day. This letter is my opinion on this possible ejection.

Peafowls, or peacocks, have been in South Pasadena for over 100 years, and they have definitely
claimed their role in our city. These beauties add lots of personality to our hill. If they are removed, there
certainly will not be positive feedback. Citizens have been complaining about how they are obnoxiously loud.
That is the least of our problems with wildlife. Coyotes are loud too; why aren’t they being treated like
peacocks? They're just as much of a “disturbance” as peacocks are, if not, worse. Peacocks use their calls as
a way to mate, as well as to alert others about a disturbance in the environment, such as a predator. The city is
planning on hiring Raptor Events, which is a company that extracts the peacocks from their environments and
places them into so-called “sanctuaries”. The locations have not been disclosed. | find this a bit suspicious.
This company takes these animals into captivity, even if they are perfectly healthy. A service that this company
offers is to take their animals to children's birthday parties, and they use them as decorations. These peacocks
may be living the rest of their lives in these “sanctuaries”, which is a huge shift from being in the wild to being

held captive. The peacocks may lose all skills that they currently have to survive on their own, so when they

1
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are potentially released again, they won't survive. Additionally, how do we know how safe these captivity sites

are? We can be putting a whole population’s life in danger if this ejection is passed.

Rather than removing these beautiful creatures as a whole, enforcing stricter reguiations would be
more ethical. A few more rules on what not to do with peacocks would be much better than citizens having to
pay $250 dollars for the removal of EACH peacock. For example, prohibiting people from feeding them all the
time. This is actually bad for the peacocks, because then they might become dependent on us for food, which
would become bad for both the human and the peacock. These peacocks are a true blessing to have in our
community. Taking them away takes away the beauty of the Monterey Hills hill.

| really hope you take this letter into consideration before removing these stunning creatures as a

whole. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

South Pasadena Resident

A.D.-18



Yolanda Chavez

From: William Kelly

Sent: Monday, September 5, 2022 9:02 PM

To: City Councit Public Comment

Subject: Part 1 of Care First General Public Comment for 9-7-22 City Council Meeting
Attachments: CF Press Release 8-10-22 (SPPD Data Analysis Report).pdf; CF-

PoliceDataAnalysisSummary.pdf

Note: Due to the large size of the file attachments, Care First is submitting
two emails, each with attachments, as one general public comment.
Please include the attachments sequentially in the Council agenda packet
after this email. Thanks.

Dear Councilmembers & City Staff:

Care First South Pasadena hopes you will thoroughly review the attached materials analyzing South
Pasadena Police Department activities based on 116,000 dispatch records over a five-year period
and arrest reports over a ten-year period. We ask, as an initial step, that the Council direct staff to
add a presentation and discussion of the data analysis to the Public Safety Commission’s agenda for
the October meeting.

Care First obtained the records through the California Public Records Act and turned them over to
Occidental College Professors Seva Rodnyansky and Jorgen Harris for detailed and professional
analysis. In a nutshell, the analysis shows that:

o Latinx/Hispanic individuals make up 54% of arrestees, while only making up 21% of the City's
population;

« Black individuals make up 12% of arrestees, while only making up 2% of the City’s population;

« Arrests and dispatches have fallen over the periods analyzed, while police expenditures have
gone up by 27 percent over the past five years;

o The third most common type of dispatch was in response to nuisance complaints—16,810
total, or one-sixth of all dispatches—thousands of which were described as calls about
“suspicious persons;”

e There were 2,239 requests for welfare checks and 1,010 dispatches related to homeless
people;

« A very small proportion of calls for service are for violent crime; and

« Dispatches to area grocery stores and pharmacies accounted for a great deal of SPPD’s
activity, including more than 3 percent of all dispatches to Von's alone.

Based on the analysis, Care First recommends that;
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Care st

SOUTH « « ~ o ADENA

For Immediate Reiease
August 10, 2022
Contact: Helen Tran {626) 484-9702

A Decade of SPPD Data Show Hispanics & Blacks Stopped & Arrested
At a Disproportionately High Rate in a City Largely Absent of Violent Crime

South Pasadena Police Department {SPPD) arrests Black and Hispanic people at a rate that's
disproportionate to the number of the two populations residing in the city, finds an analysis by
Occidental College researchers of almost ten years of police dispatch and arrest data obtained
by Care First South Pasadena.

The report—Dispatch and Arrest Trends in South Pasadena—will be presented at an open
community forum at:

Policing Wham? A Close Look at South Pasadena Policing

7 p.m., Monday, August 15

Choi Auditorium, Cccidental College

1600 Campus Road

Los Angeles, CA 90041

Mnta: Snara ic limitad and COVID protocols will apply. Please RSVP by emailing
or online Zoom link will be provided after

TEEISLTdLIUln.

While 20 percent of the city’s residents from 2012 through 2020 were Hispanic and just 3
percent Black, 54 percent of people SPPD arrested in the city were Hispanic and 12 percent
were Black over that time.

The overwhelming number of arrests did not involve violent crimes, but traffic violations (29%j),
outstanding warrants, drug and alcohol crimes {15%), and mostly minor property crimes (12%).

“Decisions made by the city about how to police the nonviolent offenses that make up the bulk
of the South Pasadena Police Department’s work have profound implications for the lives of the
city’s Black and Hispanic residents,” concluded lead Occidental College researchers Seva
Rodnyansky and Jorgen Harris in the report.

Rodnyansky, Assistant Professor of Urban and Environmental Policy at Occidental College, and
Harris, Assistant Professor of Economics, analyzed more than 100,000 SPPD dispatch records
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spanning the period of 2016-2021 and thousands of arrest records spanning the period 2012-
2021. Local social justice group Care First South Pasadena obtained the records through the
California Public Records Act.

The Occidental research team analyzed the data on a strictly statistical basis. Care First
hypothesizes that racially biased police stops and poverty, disproportionately borne by
Hispanics and Blacks, may be driving the racial and ethnic disparities found in arrests.

“We hope that this report will highlight the need for more transparency at SPPD and the city,”
said Ella Hushagen, a Care First member who played an instrumental role in obtaining the data.
“Care First calls on the city to examine what is driving racial and ethnic disparities in arrests in
the upcoming independent assessment of SPPD.”

“We also hope it will start a constructive community dialogue over the disparity in arrests of
Hispanics and Blacks, as well as the role of the police and other, better and more cost-effective
approaches to maintaining public safety,” said Helen Tran, another Care First member who
played a key role in obtaining the data.

For instance, the data show arrests are down 50 percent over the period 2012-2021 and
dispatches are down 20 percent since 2017. Also, about 10 percent of dispatches involve
welfare checks or calls related to unhoused and suspicious individuals.

Tran notes this should prompt debate about whether it's still appropriate for the city to spend
$10.7 million—about one-third of the city’s annual general fund budget—on police or if the city
should increase social services expenditures, which today account for only $4 million, or 13% of
the city’s annual general fund budget.

“A better balance, including enhanced services for the unhoused and programs to enhance cost
of living affordability and treat people with drug addiction, mental illness, and other behavioral
challenges often associated with poverty, may be more helpful in reducing property and violent
crime than investing so heavily in policing,” said Alexander Aquino-Kaljakin, a Care First
member.

“The city hasn’t shown evidence that SPPD is actually preventing crime here. What we know
with more certainty is the police respond after the fact. Moreover, SPPD’s annual report shows
that only 10% of the reported crimes last year were solved,” added Omari Ferguson, a Care First
member.

The Occidental data analysis report shows much of what police deal with are calls about minor

shoplifting at local merchants, particularly chain grocery stores, and reports of suspicious
people who don’t fit the profile of the city’s neighborhoods.
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Property crimes, for instance, were dominated by thefts—with Vons grocery store being the
single location to which police were most frequently dispatched—followed by thefts from
motor vehicles.

The data show that arrests for serious or violent crime occur very infrequently, and overall,
arrests declined in the past ten years. Violent crimes represented just 6% of arrests. Fewer than
1 in 300 dispatches resulted in felony arrests and less than 1 in 600 involved arrests for violent
crimes. The data also show that arrests for both violent and non-violent crimes fell from 2012,
the high water mark in the years examined in the analysis, to a record low in 2021, which
researchers said was in line with neighboring Los Angeles city.

Indeed, today, nearly half of SPPD’s time appears to be taken up by routine traffic stops and
parking enforcement {23% of dispatches), investigating reports of suspicious activity and
disturbances (13%), providing emergency and non-emergency services on and off the road
(6%), conducting welfare and other checks (4%), and responding to building alarms (5%).

The researchers found only 12% of dispatches involved investigating crimes or responding to
criminal activity.

“Overall, the data paint a debatable picture about the effectiveness of the city’s policing model
and raise guestions about how wisely taxpayer funds are being directed by city management
and the City Council,” concluded William Kelly, a Care First member. “We hope the report will
prompt the city to explore, particularly in the upcoming assessment of SPPD, how to best use
taxpayer money to enhance safety and services for all.”

RSVP for our August 1S communitv forum Policing Whom? A Close Look at South Pasadena
Policing by emailin, ir online

HHR

Care First South Pasadena is a coalition of residents working to reimagine public safety and
reallocate city dollars to reflect our community’s priorities. We came together in the summer of
2020 after George Floyd’'s murder and amid a global pandemic with a desire for a more just and
inclusive community. Find us at carefirstsouthpasadena.com and on Instagram
@carefirstsouthpas.
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As shown in Figure 7 below, Traffic Violations were the most common arrest category (29%),
followed by Warrants (26%), Drug and Alcohol Crimes (15%), Property Crime (12%). Violent
Crime (6%). Municipal Code Violations (1%), All Other Crimes (9%). and Unknown (2%).

Figure 7: SPPD Arrest Categories 2012-2021

no/ 2%
¢ 9%
12%
£U/0

Traffic Violations Warrant
Drug Crime Property Crime
Violent Crime Municipal Code Violations
All Other Unknown

Figure 8 shows the change in the number of arrests for each of these categories from 2012 to 2019
in South Pasadena and compares it to Los Angeles.? As shown, the decline in South Pasadena’s
arrests since 2012 has come almost entirely from fewer arrests for traffic violations, drug crime.
and warrants. The number of arrests for traffic violations has fallen dramatically over this time
period. with only about 20% as many traffic arrests in 2021 as in 2019. Drug arrests and warrant
arrests have also been substantially reduced. with only 25% as many arrests in these categories as
overall. In contrast, arrests for violent and property crime have fallen much less, with 86% as many
violent crime arrests and 81% as many property crime arrests in 2021 as in 2012. As a

* Los Angeles data was easiest to analyze from 2012-2019; we line up South Pasadena data to 2012-2019 for
comparability.
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consequence, whereas only 2% of arrests were for violent crime in 2012. more than 7% were for
violent crime in 2019, despite the absolute number of violent crime arrests decreasing. Notably,
the decline in arrests for violent crime is smaller than the decline in violent dispatches, while the
decline in property arrests is equal to the decline in property dispatches.

These changes in arrest patterns largely mirror those seen in Los Angeles over the same time
period. As in South Pasadena. arrests fell dramatically in Los Angeles for traffic violations and
drug crimes, with smaller decreases in arrest for violent crimes. In Los Angeles, however, arrests
for property crimes fell more than they did in South Pasadena.

Figure 8. Comparison of Arrests between 2012 and 2019 in Los Angeles and South Pasadena
Source: Los Angeles City Open Data, South Pasadena Police Department public records request

Arrests by Charge Category in 2012 and 2019

100,000 600
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8 80,000 >00
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Drugsand  Crimes Violent Traffic All Other Uncommon Municipal Warrant
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ethnic classifications provided by the SPPD. On average, 91% of census respondents with one of
these 195 surnames identified as Hispanic/Latino. Likewise, 90% of respondents identifying as
Hispanic or Latino had a “Hispanic” surname. Using a simulation procedure, we estimate that
there is less than a 0.1% probability that the true share of arrestees who are Hispanic is greater
than 56.5% or less than 53.5%.

After providing the research team with data on arrestees, the SPPD released the 2020-2021
Biennial Report, which included information on the racial and ethnic demographics of arrestees.®
This report states that Hispanics made up 36% of arrestees in 2021, while our data show that
Hispanic arrestees made up 54% of arrests. Care First South Pasadena requested the records
underlying SPPD's reporting. The City did not provide the underlying data sets.

Age and Gender of South Pasadena’s Arrestees

Figure 14 shows the age and gender of South Pasadena arrestees. Approximately % of arrestees
are male—a share similar to Los Angeles and Glendale. Likewise, arrestees are younger than the
South Pasadena population, with 55% of arrestees under the age of 35. However, a considerable
fraction of South Pasadena arrestees is middle aged, with 20% of arrestees above the age of 45.
Approximately % of arrestees are women across all age groups, with the exception of the small
number of arrestees older than 65.

Meanwhile, the gender composition of arrestees does vary somewhat by race (Figure 15). 35% of
Asian arrestees are women—a considerably greater fraction than arrestees of other races. In
contrast, only 22% of Black arrestees are women.

® https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/29212/637842390702230000
19
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Figure 16. Arrest Categories by Race, Ranked

HISPANIC WHITE BLACK |  ASIAN
Charge Cha}ég e‘ocﬂiles;npvtl‘o;m‘ﬁ**  Count | Rank Coimti Rank | Count | Rank | Count | Rank
12500A)VC~~ DRIVEWITHOUTLICENSE | 644 | 1 104 | 7 | 21 | 9 30 3
1460L.1(A)VC  ATTEMPTDRIVINGW/L | 62 | 2 233 | 1 119 1 46 2
WARRANT-MISDEMEANOR BENCH WARRANT? | 413 3 204 | 2 104 3 30 | 3
WARRANT-MISDEMEANOR 3 4 175 3 114 2 16 5 |
DRIVING UNDER THE 1‘
23152(A)VC INFLUENCE =~ = 328 5 | 162 4 | M 7 .60 1
647(F)PC DISORDERLY CONDUCT: | 133 6 160 | 5 23 8 7 | 9 |
DRIVING WHILE LICENSE ‘
14601.2(A)VC_ SUSPENDED | 105 7 21 14 8 15 6 10
459.5PC SHOPLIFTING | 97 8 114 6 | 70 4 3 13
WARRANT-FELONY - 92 9 43 | 19 38 6 13 6 |
459PC BURGLARY | 13 10 41 | n 70 4 4 1
POSSESS CONTROLLED ; i
11364HS SUBSTANCE | 68 11 a1 | 1 21 9 2 4
ATTEMPT FELONY !
11377(A)HS POSSESSION | 61 12 52 8 | 1 16 2 4 |
WARRANT-NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED | 42 13 5 | 9 14 12 1 7 |
484(A)PC THEFT PERSONAL PROPERTY | 41 14 21 14 21 9 4 11
242PC BATTERY/OTHERASSAULT | 18 ! 15 24 13 | 9 14 8 8
211PC ROBBERY 15 16 L 10 | 16 | 10 | 13 | 1 | 16 |

? Bench warrants are issued by judges when a defendant fails to appear in court, fails to pay court ordered fines or restitution or violates the rules of the court.
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have duplicate locations. About 32,500 records (28% of all dispatches) have an establishment
description such as “Vons grocery store” or “Monterey Hills Elementary school”.

The results of the establishments analysis indicate that SPPD dispatches occur most frequently in
or near grocery stores, parks, transit station areas, and schools, followed by fast food restaurants,
banks, gas stations, and treatment centers. Property dispatch shares are high at grocery stores and
banks; nuisance dispatch shares are high at treatment centers, gas stations, banks, and fast-food
locations; vehicle dispatch shares are high at certain schools and parks, and some food / grocery
establishments but not others.

The nuisance dispatch analysis looks at the relationship between dispatches and neighborhood
level characteristics, including population density, race / ethnicity shares, income, housing rent
and value, and land use. Overall, we find that nuisance dispatch activity is most strongly related
to land use, especially commercial land use, community facilities, and certain parks. This
accords with the analysis of establishments by dispatch and dispatch type: treatment centers,
schools, banks, gas stations, and grocery stores — all of which tend to locate in commercial or
community facility land use types — showed the highest instances of nuisance dispatches.
Nuisance dispatches were generally not strongly associated with the other neighborhood
characteristics.

The remainder of this section provides more detail on the establishment and neighborhood
characteristics analyses.

Dispatches by Establishment

The SPPD dispatch data provides details on establishments at whose locations SPPD was
dispatched for a particular issue, in 28% of cases. The top 44 establishments, each of which has
had at least 100 dispatches from 2016 — 2021, account for 85% of the cases for which an
establishment name is provided. These are displayed in Figure 18, categorized by dispatch type.

Overall, Vons grocery store is the most common listed establishment for SPPD dispatches, with
nearly 4,000 cases making up 3.4% of all SPPD dispatches over the 5 years of available data.
Other grocery / pharmacy stores are ranked 6™ (Pavilions), 9" (Rite Aid) 11*" (Ralphs), 17*
(Trader Joe’s), 23 (Bristol Farms). In total, grocery stores accounted for 6.5% of all SPPD
dispatch activity. Parks are another common dispatch location, with Arroyo Park and Golf
Course, Garfield Park, Eddie Park, the War Memorial, Orange Grove Park, Dog Park, and Skate
Park, accounting for 5.8% of all dispatches. School buildings are another common dispatch
establishment with 2.9% of all dispatches. The city library, the Gold Line rail station and its
parking lot, Victor Treatment Center, and the nursing home (SP Care Center) round out the top
20 dispatch locations. The remainder of Table A includes food establishments, gas stations, retail
stores, and bank branches.

Interesting trends also emerge when comparing top locations by particular dispatch categories.
Recall that Extra Patrol and Administrative is the largest SPPD dispatch category (see section 1).
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Yet, certain establishments have most of their dispatches in another category, bucking the norm.
For example, 83% of Victor Treatment Center and 45% of Almansor Center dispatches are
nuisance-related. Nuisance shares are high for gas stations (Chevron, 35%; Arco, 43%), food
establishments (The Barkley, 41%; McDonalds, 39%; Starbucks, 38%), and banks (Chase, 35%;
Bank of the West, 34%; Bank of America, 27%; Wells Fargo, 26%). Property dispatch shares
are high at grocery stores (Rite Aid, 31%; Vons, 20%; Pavilions, 17%; Bristol Farms, 16%;
Ralph’s, 12%) and banks (Bank of America, 33%; Wells Fargo, 22%; Bank of the West, 15%;
Chase, 11%). Vehicle dispatch shares are high at two schools (Arroyo Vista Elementary, 38%;
Marengo Elementary, 37%) at the Dog Park (44%) and Skate Park (22%), and at McDonald’s,
Starbucks, Chevron, and Bristol Farms. Drug and Alcohol dispatches are quite rare, the highest
count establishment was South Pasadena High School. Violent dispatches are also quite rare, the
highest count establishments were South Pasadena High School and Almansor Center.

The establishment analysis shows that dispatches do not occur randomly in space. There are
multiple possibilities, which are not explored in this study, for why these establishments stand
out.
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Figure 18. SPPD Dispatches Establishment Name by Dispatch Type, for all Establishments with at least 100 Dispatches

Establishment Name
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SECTION 6: CONCLUSION

Over the past 10 years, the South Pasadena Police Department has significantly reduced the
number of people arrested, in line with the reduction in arrests in the city of Los Angeles.
Reductions in arrest have been particularly large for traffic violations and drug crimes—
nonviolent crimes for which Hispanic and Black individuals are disproportionately arrested.
Despite these changes, 94% of arrests conducted in South Pasadena target nonviolent offenses,
only | in 600 police dispatches result in an arrest for a violent offense, and only 1 in 300 result in
an arrest for a felony. Thus, a large majority of police activity in South Pasadena involves
assisting with or following up on non-violent incidents that do not involve serious criminal
activity.

How the city of South Pasadena responds to non-violent, non-serious incidents has profound
implications for racial inequality in the city. Black and Hispanic individuals make up less than Y4
of South Pasadena’s residents, but account for more than 2/3 of arrestees. As a result, decisions
made by the city about how to police the nonviolent offenses that make up the bulk of the South
Pasadena Police Department’s work has profound implications for the lives of the city’s Black
and Hispanic residents.
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We made the following groupings to simplify presentation and analysis (with the associated
colors in the legend above):

1. Light Yellow: single-family housing
a. RS —Residential Single Family
b. RE —Residential Estate
c. AM/ADMR - Altos de Monterey Residential overlay district
2. Orange: medium-density residential
a. RM - Residential Medium Density
b. RS-4 HD - Residential up to 4 units
c. RE20
Red: RH - Residential High Density
4. Brown: commercial
a. CO — Commercial Office
b. CG - Commercial General
5. Blue: community facilities
a. CF - Community Facilities
b. HFSP — Holy Family Specific Plan
c. SP-2PS
6. Green: parks and open Space
a. OS - Open Space
b. Park
7. Gray: BP — Business Park
8. Purple: MSSP — Mission Street Specific Plan

w
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Yolanda Chavez

From: witliam kelly [ KNG

Sent: Monday, September 5, 2022 9:02 PM

To: City Council Public Comment

Subject: Part 2 of Care First General Public Comment for 9-7-22 City Council Meeting
Attachments: OccidentalAnalysisOfSPPDData.pdf

Note: Care First general public comment, part 2. Please include the attachment in the council
agenda after the material in part 1 of Care First's comment. Thanks.
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BACKGROUND

DISPATCH AND ARREST TRENDS IN SOUTH PASADENA

Care st

SOUTH +« «+ ~ - ADENA

August 15, 2022

Care First South Pasadena is a grassroots coalition of South Pasadena
residents who are committed to reimagining public safety. We first
sought data regarding South Pasadena Police Department's arrests and
dispatches, available through the California Public Records Act (CPRA),
in February 2021. We worked with the City of South Pasadena for
approximately six months to try to understand the data sets they
provided, and the City's limitations in terms of providing complete
records. The City provided ten years of arrest records, but only retained
and provided five years of dispatch records. The City's arrest records
identified all Hispanic arrestees as White.

In October 2021, we shared the City's data sets with Occidental College
Professors Seva Rodnyansky and Jorgen Harris, authors of a 2021 report
regarding Glendale's policing practices. Professors Rodnyansky and
Harris analyzed the records in an objective manner aimed at learning
more about the City's policing activity, patterns, and trends over time.

The data raise important issues about policing in South Pasadena and
lay the groundwork for future assessments on how to best meet the
public safety needs of our city — with policing as just one of many ways
to meet these needs. What trade-offs are we making in our public
services as the City continues to increase the police budget each year?
What accounts for the disproportionately higher rates of arrests of
Hispanics/Latinx and Black individuals in South Pasadena?

Read the report Dispatch and Arrest Trends in South Pasadena at
carefirstsouthpasadena.com.

“*Note, these [ssue Briefs do not represent the vi&\mbof O?cc'flental College or Professors Rodnyansky and Harris.
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Arrests decreased over the past ten 10 years. (1)

e Over a 10-year period, SPPD's arrests per capita decreased by more than half.
e From 2016-2021, 2.4% of dispatches resulted in an arrest. Even among
dispatches for violent crime, only 9% result in arrest.

Dispatches decreased over the past 5 years. (2)

e Dispatches declined over a 5-year period, including for violent crime
(down 29%) and property crime (down 18%).
e The least common types of dispatch are responses to violent crimes and

drug use and possession. Together, there were 2,365 dispatches in these
categories from 2016-2021.

These two important findings should lead South Pasadena City leaders to
consider carefully SPPD's share of the budget and its growth year over year.

The data, however, cannot tell us whether arrests and dispatches are down
because crime is down, or for some other reason. But, the City Council has not
done its due diligence by allocating so much of the City’s budget to SPPD and

providing budget increases each year without considering whether the high
level of funding is empirically justified.

Arrests and Dispatches 2017-2021

Arrests ot violen® crime 200¢

Disparzhss for violane
nms

AnEsts for profarty tums 1500

Dispatthes for propsmy
Irime

1000
500

P
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

(1) The City provided arrest records for a ten-year period.

(2) The City retains dispatch records for five years, and provided data for that time period only.

DISPATCH AND ARREST TRENDS IN SOUTH PASADENA
August 2022 | Issue Brief No. 1| Page 2 of 3
AD.-73
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Yolanda Chavez

From: Yvonne LaRose

Sent: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 10:28 AM

To: City Council Public Comment

Subject: Fw: Public Comment re September 7, 2022 meeting: Homelessness - Amended

Below is an amended version of my Public Comment regarding homelessness. Please use the amended version
instead of the original.
HitH

The rhetorie regarding homelessness in Los Angeles (alone) is almost a daily part of the local news. In
conversations and statements during social and community meetings. homelessness and the populations affected
by it arc attributed to drug and alcohol use as well as insanity - without regard to any other extenuating
circumstances.

There scem to be many concepts about how to address the situation and how to offer assistance to this
population. During my tenure on the MTA Accessibility Advisory Committee. there was a presentation made
by a special focus group where a representative spoke of the programs that were attempted at the Downtown
Union Station. Programs were made available for social services to help in identitying housing. medical
assistance, access to hygiene, food, and clothing. The program was not successful and was abandoned.

Unfortunately. the representative’s presentation was less than stellar because he kept insinuating derogatory
remarks about the constituency instead of viewing them as people who have humanity. One mecting member
became so agitated that she stood and shouted her objection.

We still cling to the standard notions ot what the homeless population 1s. We continue to overlook some striking
information. And homelessness in Los Angeles keeps increasing at approximately 3 pereent per vear. As
of February 22,2022,

According to the 2020 count, the county's homeless population increased by 12.7% over the
previous year, while the city of Los Angeles' homeless population jumped by 14.2%. In January
2019, Los An(_rcles County had 3R 036 neanle evneriencino hameleeenece hnt by Tannary 2020 the
number rose to 66,433,

http: A laalmanac.com > social
12% arc under age 18, - 32% are female. -+ 20% arc in family units (often headed by a single mother!. -
1 7%% are physically disabled. - 38% are chronically homeless.

Further demographics regarding the homeless population are reported by End Homelessness . org as
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What demographic s the most homeless?

Among the nation's racial and ethnic groups, Black  me 15 have the highest rate of homelessness.
Fifiy-four out of every 10,000 Black people in the Unit = States were homeless during the 2018 int-in-
time count.

hitps:/lendhomelessness.org y uploads s 2019/07

ThlS SitLlﬂtiOn iS I]Ot Only ln-]pacting LOS AI]gC]ES 11] a S‘;!rt'\:"":nn-ﬂi» i s bl st erlalanes Dacacdomaa oo
sufferine the effects in a sientficant manner. Plcase scc

Pasadena’s homeless count shows the tight rental
market is pushing more ...

The 2018 homeless count in Pasadena shows the population is increasing locally, 18 percent over 2017 tallies.
(Statt graphic by Jetf Gocertzen/SCNG)

The single demographic for this racial population is strongly impacted by the myvths and stereotypes associated
with that race which leads to factors inhibiting their ability to succeed. This is the racial group more likely to be
targeted and accused of criminal activity. This group is less likely to be hired or advanced into more meaningful
Job and career opportunities, and attributed with resorting to scams or simply do not perform on financial
agrecments. They arc scen as lazy. lack intelligence, and have poor rcasoning skills. School ofticials (even since
2000} have been less than supportive of students attending schools in the less affluent neighborhoods.
discounting any significant achicvements by both the Black as well as Hispanic students as miere club activities,
not academic achievements that push their schools to the forefront, worthy ot attention.

Today. I have no suggestions tor solutions other than:
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+ See those who have been thrust into the homeless population as individuals who are victims of our
social stigmas. It is entirely possible that many of those in this group are victims of social attitudes about
them and in fact we are contributors to the results of those attitudes.

o Realize that not all of the population is comprised of substance abusers or those who have cognition
issues. There are also those who escaped abuse without the safety net of a shelter. Many LGBTQ as well
as men are part of the domestic abuse illness. Their ability to find refuge and restart Life is doubly
compromised by the stigmas of their identities.

o There are those who (prior to COVID) simply ran out of money (many times because of economic
conditions such as inflation) and had no friends, neighbors, or family to help for even a short time.
During these pandemic times, that situation is even more pronounced.

o There are those who were forced out of their homes and thrust into the abject condition of a downward
social and economic spiral because of their racial identity. Lack of resources to maintain or regrow their
station lacked, so their state has continued to worsen - to their embarrassment.

+ Rather that creating a social welfare society, empower these people to learn to identify ways to legally
help themselves. Make them aware of resources that exist for their improvement. Coach and mentor
them (even offer classes) on how to use the tools to gain access to the resources.

o Make enlightenment a fact of progress and allow them to see that at critical intervals and milestones so
that they are encouraged to continue on an upward path.

The question of homelessness is a troubling one. There are many who exist in that situation, compounded by
short-stay intervals of approximate three to six week bed availability for an individual at a typical homeless
shelter (contributing to being categorized as "chronically homeless"). All I can offer at this time is the
awareness that came to me through my 30-year pilgrimage. [ was able to be with those who are affected, learn
their names, see their conditions, hear their stories, come to understand much of what leads to simply giving up
(so to speak) by resorting to substance abuse (which is sometimes a means of escaping, temporarily, the horrors
of unacceptable.

At the beginning of my pilgrimage, | was offered an opportunity to dissuade a teenage couple from finding
homelessness as a romantic adventure. [ failed dismally. I realized how much more knowledge and resources
were needed to gain the attention and changed attitude of those teens.

At this time, 1 have much more knowledge, especially with regard to women with children who have fled
domestic abuse. With that knowledge, with that awareness, I urge you to consider taking steps to create some
means of providing guidance and assistance to those among the homeless populations.

Most importantly, [ urge our city to see the humanity of the homeless population. They, like any other, desire to
live with dignity and be productive members of their community.
Hith

Viva
Yvonne LaRose
Diversity/Title VII, Harassment, and Ethics Consultant

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Yvonne LaRose <vivavoce.geo@yahoo.com>

To: ccpubliccomment@southpasadenaca.gov <ccpubliccomment@southpasadenaca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 at 10:10:27 AM PDT

Subject: Public Comment re September 7, 2022 meeting: Homelessness

The rhetoric regarding homelessness in Los Angeles (alone) is almost a daily part of the local news. In
conversations and statements during social and community meetings, homelessness and the populations affected
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by it are attributed to drug and aicohol usc as 1l as insanity - without regard to any other extenua g
circumstances.

There seem to be many concepts about how to address the situation and how 1o otfer assistance to this
population. During my tenure on the MTA Accessibility Advisory Committec. there was a presentation made
by a special focus group where a representative spoke of the programs that were attempted at the Downtown
Union Station. Programs were made available for social services to help in identifying housing, medical
assistance, aceess to hygiene. food. and clothing. The program was not successful and was abandoned.

Unfortunately, the representative's presentation was less than stellar because he kept insinuating derogatory
remarks about the constituency instead of viewing them as people who have humanity, One meeting member
became so agitated that she stood and shouted her objection.

We still cling to the standard notions ot what the homeless population is. We continue to overlook some striking
information. And homelessness in Los Angeles keeps increasing at approximately 3 percent per year. As
of February 22, 2022,

According to the 2020 count, the county's homeless population increased by 12.7% over the
previous year, while the city of Los Angeles’ homeless population jumped by §14.2%. In January

2019, Los Angeles Countv had 38 934 neonle exneriencine homelesaness it hy Iannarv 7070 the
S T YA NAY M hY R
FERRTR oY e + r6’43_).

hupZAhvwwlaalmanac.com s social
12% arc under age 18, - 32% are female. - 20% are in family units (often headed by a single mother}. -
i 7% arc physically disabled. - 38%0 are chronically homeless.

Further demographics regarding the homeless population are reported by End Homelessness . org as
What demographic is the most homeless?
Among the nation's racial and ethnic groups, Black Americans have the highest rate of homelessness.
Filty-four out of every 10,000 Black people in the United States were homeless during the 2018 point-in-
time count.

fittps.://endhomelessness.org » uploads » 201 9/07

This situation 1s not only impacting Los Angeles in a signiticant way. Our northern neighbor, Pasadena, is
suflering the cffects in a significant manner.

The single demographic for this racial population 1s strongly impacted by the myths and stercotypes associated
with that race which leads to factors inhibiting their ability to succeed. This is the racial group more likely to be
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targeted and accused of criminal activity. This group is less likely to be hired or advanced into more meaningful
job and career opportunities, and attributed with resorting to scams or simply do not perform on financial
agreements. They are seen as lazy, lack intelligence, and have poor reasoning skills. School officials (even since
2000) have been less than supportive of students attending schools in the less affluent neighborhoods,
discounting any significant achievements by both the Black as well as Hispanic students as mere club activities,
not academic achievements that push their schools to the forefront, worthy of attention.

Today, I have no suggestions for solutions other than:

o See those who have been thrust into the homeless population as individuals who are victims of our
social stigmas. It is entirely possible that many of those in this group are victims of social attitudes about
them and in fact we are contributors to the results of those attitudes.

o Realize that not all of the population is comprised of substance abusers or those who have cognition
issues. There are also those who escaped abuse without the safety net of a shelter. Many LGBTQ as well
as men are part of the domestic abuse illness. Their ability to find refuge and restart Life is doubly
compromised by the stigmas of their identities.

o There are those who (prior to COVID) simply ran out of money (many times because of economic
conditions such as inflation) and had no friends, neighbors, or family to help for even a short time.
During these pandemic times, that situation is even more pronounced.

o There are those who were forced out of their homes and thrust into the abject condition of a downward
social and economic spiral because of their racial identity. Lack of resources to maintain or regrow their
station lacked, so their state has continued to worsen - to their embarrassment.

o Rather that creating a social welfare society, empower these people to learn to identify ways to legally
help themselves. Make them aware of resources that exist for their improvement. Coach and mentor
them (even offer classes) on how to use the tools to gain access to the resources.

o Make enlightenment a fact of progress and allow them to see that at critical intervals and milestones so
that they are encouraged to continue on an upward path.

The question of homelessness is a troubling one. There are many who exist in that situation, compounded by
short-stay intervals of approximate three to six week bed availability for an individual at a typical homeless
shelter (contributing to being categorized as "chronically homeless"). All I can offer at this time is the
awareness that came to me through my 30-year pilgrimage. | was able to be with those who are affected, learn
their names, see their conditions, hear their stories, come to understand much of what leads to simply giving up
(so to speak) by resorting to substance abuse (which is sometimes a means of escaping, temporarily, the horrors
of unacceptable.

At the beginning of my pilgrimage, | was offered an opportunity to dissuade a teenage couple from finding
homelessness as a romantic adventure. [ failed dismally. [ realized how much more knowledge and resources
were needed to gain the attention and changed attitude of those teens.

At this time, I have much more knowledge, especially with regard to women with children who have fled
domestic abuse. With that knowledge, with that awareness, I urge you to consider taking steps to create some
means of providing guidance and assistance to those among the homeless populations.

Most importantly, I urge our city to see the humanity of the homeless population. They, like any other, desire to

live with dignity and be productive members of their community.

Viva
Yvonne LaRose
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Diversity/Title VII, Harassment, and Ethics Consultant
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